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By LUCIEN SAINT 

WASHINGTON.— Imperial- 
istic interests in the 
United States are plotting to 
force complete intervention in 
Mexico. The Administration has 
come into possession of evidence 
which, if published, will expose 
this plot and the plotters, many 
of whom are well known and 
'•respectable" business men. 

These imperialistic interests 
are inspiring all sorts of yellow 
stories about the "punitive ex- 
pedition", or man-hunt' for 
Francisco Villa. They are con- 
ducting under cover a campaign 



of agitation for the purpose of 
eventually leading to the awak- 
ening of the same kind of fervor 
of patriotism that sent the 
armed forces of the United 
States fyto Cuba and the Philip- 
pines, - jU3 .fcrening up these 



dependencies to the exploitation 
of American capital. 

The new Secretary of War is 
a pacifist, and the radicals in 
Washington have faith in his 
honesty and desire to maintain 
the peace. As yet he has not been 



attacked by the imperialistic in- 
terests, but it is believed, that 
they will turn their guns on him 
with a view to discrediting his 
conduct of the War Department. 

Already Secretary Baker has 
angered the powerful water 



trust by expressing privateh 
the opinion that the Shields gen 
eral dam bill is a bare-faced 
steal. The water power interests 
are closely allied with the great 
financial interests of the coun- 
try, with the makers of mun- 



itions of war, with the promot' 
ers of war and imperialism. 

Senator Fall of New Mexico, 
one of the most outspoken sup- 
porters of intervention, has left 
Washington for the border, and 
when he returns it is expected 




SOCIALIST 



that he will attempt to scare the 
country, thru the Senate, with 
a lot of stories about Mexican 
outrages. These stories, which 
will be retold in the kept press, 
should be discounted and under 
no circumstances accepted at 
their face value. 

The working people of the 
country have nothing to gain 
and everything to lose by inter- 
vention in Mexico. The capital- 
ists have everything to gain and 
nothing to lose by intervention 
in Mexico. NATIONAL HONOR 
IN THIS CASE MEANS SIMP- 
LY CAPITALIST PROFITS. 
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Here Are Reasons Why United States Should Call On Neutral Nations 

Of The World To Discuss Restoration Of Peace In War -Weary Europe 



The American Socialist Has just received 
copies of the stenographic report of the historic 
hearings recently held by the committee on 
foreign affairs of the house of representatives, 
at Washington, on the joint resolution intro- 
duced in congress by Rep. Meyer London, pro- 
posing a congress of neutral nations to otter 
mediation to the belligerent nations in Europe. 
The two representatives of . the Socialist Party 
at these hearings were Morris Hillquit, of New 
York City, and James H. Maurer, of Reading, 
Pa In an effort to force a favorable report Irom 
the foreign affairs committee and congress on 
this resolution, all Socialist locals are being 
called upon to hold public mass meetings in 
conjunction with labor unions on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 15-16. The statements of Morris 
Hillquit and James H. Maurer before the for- „ 
eign affairs committee should therefore be ot 
especial interest at this time, particularly so 
since rumors of peace p^osals are beginning 
to sound louder than ever in Berlin, London 
and the capitols of the other, warring nations. 
Hillquit first addressed the committee as fol- 
lows: 

By MORRIS HILLQUIT. 

IR. CHAIRMAN and gentlemen, I ap- 
Jpear before you in behalf of the So- 
cialist Party of the United States, which, 

thru its executive committee has formally whether the people of the country should, for them 



press, in so far as such utterances are permitted by 
the censors to appear, and by Marious congresses, 
by means of resolutions adopted. These views are 
clear, afld they are becoming more pronounced every 

daS In Germany, for instance, where the socialists 
and the working-men of the country started out by 
giving unanimous support to their Government m 
this war, there has been a very noticeable change 
since the danger of invasion of their country has 
been dissipated, or since the people have begun to 
realize that the danger of invasion was very largely 
an imaginary danger. The sentiment has so changed 
that about 40 per cent of the official representatives 
of tne Socialist Party in the German Reichstag are 
opposed to their Government in this war. All of 
them, without exception, are in favor of an im- 
mediate peace. . .... T 

The same conditions obtain m Austria. In 
France and Belgium, where the sentiment was so 
absolutely and aggressively in favor of the war, a 
change is likewise noticeable, and it is a very definite 
change. There the socialists and the working people 
are likewise divided into two groups, those support- 
ing the Government and those who are beginning 
to oppose their Government policy in this war, and 
all of them likewise are in favor of immediate peace. 

Among the working people and Socialists of 
Europe on both sides of the firing lines, the issue 
has narrowed down to practically one single, un- 
important and subordinate ouestion, namely, as to 
the destiny of Alsace and Lorrain*, the question 
being whether it should be ceded to France or 



indorsed the resolution now before you. 

While this resolution is, in a sense, a 
party measure, it is by no means a partisan 
measure. On the contrary, I know of no 
proposition which should more than this one 
compel the unanimous support of right- 
thinking citizens of all political or social 
persuasions. 

We do not consider the introduction of 
this resolution as a mere measure of pro- 
paganda. We consider the- resolution an 
eminently practical one, and we sincerely 
hope that your committee will take it up 
very seriously. 

We believe that the time is ripe for peace. 
We also hold that the United States has it 
within its power to hasten the day of peace, 
and that the method of bringing about that 
end desired by all is the method outlined in 
the resolution before you, and that the peace 
program which is attached to it is eminent- 
ly wise and practical. 

* * * * 

ABOUT 600 days have passed since the 
beginning of the great European war, and 
every day has been a day of unspeakable 
horror. Every day has witnessed the 
destruction of human life and of all the 
achievements of civilization on a scale here- 
tofore unknown to history. 

Those of us who have followed the events 
in Europe and the current of public opinion 
are thoroly persuaded that the warring 
nations in Europe have come to realize the 

horror and the futility of it all; that the conviction 
is growing upon them that nothing will Be gained, 
nothing will be settled by this war, and that all the 
tremendous sacrifices in life and in property and in 
morals will go for nought. 

They are ready for peace. Nothwithstanding the 
protestations to the contrary coming from official 
Government sources, anyone who follows the events 
can definitely perceive the undercurrent of dissatis- 
faction with the war, coming from the people. 

I am, perhaps, more familiar with one section 
of public opinion in Europe than with any other. 
But thi3 is a very important section. 1 refer to the 
socialist movement and the labor movement in the 
belligerent countries, and that represents a very 
important factor in the life of the European nations. 

That movement represents no less than about 
7,000,000 voters, under a restricted system of suf- 
frage, aided and supported by about 8,000,000 men 
in the ranks of organized labor. The movement is 
represented fully in the councils of the Govern- 
ments of the belligerent nations, and on the whole 
expresses, no doubt, the views and sentiments and 
aspirations of the common people in those coun- 
tries. 

* * * * 

WITHIN THE last few months particularly, a 
very noticeable change in the sentiment of this 
mass of people is indicated by the utterances of the 



selves, determine their political allegiance. 

EUROPE is war weary. The enthusiasm of the 
war has been dissipated; the horror of the war is 
very much alive. On the other hand there is no end 
in sight. We have been expecting the end of the war 
from its very outbreak. First it was said the war 
would be over in six months, and then it was said 
it would be over in a year, and then it was said 
it would not last much longer, that it would be con- 
cluded in a year and a half. Now the war has been - 
going on for 19 months and there is not the slight- 
est indication of a break in active hostilities. The 
nunishhltenf of* Germany and the ' crushing of 
Prussian militarism, which is the slogan on one 
side of the warring countries, seems as far off to- 
day as it was at the outbreak of the war. On the 
other hand the allies have not been crushed. They 
still have the boundless plains of Russia, with its 
unlimited resources in men and provisions. There 
is still the British Empire with its unlimited 
resources in men and provisions. 

Shall the war be allowed to continue with the 
slogan on both sides that it must be fought to a 
bitter end? Shall it be allowed to continue indefini- 
tely, for perhaps another three or five years, or 
shall something be attempted to put an end to this 
greatest of all horrors the world has ever witnessed ? 

We come before you this morning to say that 
at least the sections "of the people of this country 
for whom we are speaking are of the sincere belief 
that the war may be ended at this time, and that 
the United States, above all. nations, has it within 
its power to hasten the day of peace. 

.« * * * 

THE TIME has long passed When each nation 
was at liberty to work out its own destiny without 
affecting other nations. To-day the entire civilized 
world is so organically interrelated and interwoven 
in its interests, material, intellectual, and spiritual, 
that the fate of every nation immediately and 
vitally affects every other nation, and this Nation 
has a vital interest in this war. 

It is not an outside party; it is not a mere on- 
looker; it is a participant in this war — in everything 
but the actual fighting. The United States has a 
right to assert a definite attitude in the matter, and 
we claim it has more than a right, it has a definite 
duty in this respect. 

Think for a moment what the situation is. One- 
half the population of the world is under arms, 
busily engaged in the task of exterminating each 
other, while the other half is looking on in impotent 
dismay—the other half, of which the United States 
is the principal representative — the principal re- 
presentative because the most powerful and the 
most advanced nation. 

The United States has been placed by the his- 
torical process of events in a position of the re- 
pository, the guardian of the world's civilization. 
The United States has a duty to the races of the 
world in this case. 

What we propose here is action, and action of a 
very definite and very practical kind. We propose 
that the United States take the lead in convening 
a congress of the neutral nations, to constitute it- 
self as a permanent peace council. There is noth- 
ing, it seems to me, which could be more readily ac- 
complished. 

LET US assume, for a moment, gentlemen, that 
we are taking this proposition as a very concrete 



and serious proposition. The. United States takes 
the lead in convening the congress, a congress, first 
of all, of all the American Republics without ex- 
ception. There we have an entire hemisphere to be- 
gin with and to be reenforcd by representatives of 
all the neutral nations of Europe,, and of all the 
neutral nations in Asia. We will thus have one-half 
of the world speaking to the other half; the half 
of the world at peace speaking to the half of the 
world at war, the sane portion of the universe 
speaking to the war-mad part. 

Is it conceivable that such a voice would not be 
heeded ? Is it conceivable that if the representative-, 
of half of the population, t>f the world, thru then- 
Governments, officially constituted, addressed itself 
to the belligerents with an offer of peace and media- 
tion that such an appeal would be ignored? 

There will be some answer on the part of every 
one of the warring nation^. The answer may be 
evasive, it may be an attempt to throw the respon- 
sibility on the other side, but the vital point iz 
that some negotiations will result. 

One thing I believe history has taught us all, and 
that is whenever nations at war or classes at war 
or groups at war with each other begin discussions, 
it invariably leads to an eventual adjustment of 
disputes to an eventual basis for peace. 

* * * * • 
THE PEACE program which is attached to the 
resolution, is also a vital part of it. That is so for 
several reasons. The first and prime reason is this, 
that when we speak of peace at this time the gen- 
eral impression we are apt to convey is that such 
a move would favor one side of a contest, that it 
would favor Germany, because the strategic posi- 
tion of Germany is the better of the two. 

That apprehension is absolutely met by the 
points in the peace program indicating that it is 
the intention of the United States not to force a 
peace, favorable to one side as against the other, 
but a peace equally favorable to all, and made in 
the interest of humanity in the first instance. 

It is with this in view that the first two clauses 
in relation to the evacuation of invaded territory 
and the liberation of oppressed nationalities are in- 
cluded, and also, very largely, the fourth, the re- 
moval of -the. poJitkal~ci*L civic disabilities -of- .-the- - 
Jewish people, wherever such disabilities exist. 

As to the oppressed peoples in Europe, the Poles, 
the Ukrainians, the Finns, and the Bohemians, 
and a number of others, their struggles for in- 
dependence have been a source of continual inter- 
national turmoil and a constant menace to the peace 
of Europe. . 

The removal of this disturbing element in the 
politics of Europe would go a long way toward in- 
suring a lasting and a stable peace. 

The removal of the political and civic disabilities 
of the Jewish people is something upon which, i< 
seems to us, the people of the United States are 
called upon particulai-ly at this time to express them- 
selves in unmistakable and emphatic terms. Thru 
all the horrors of the war, we have heard so much 
of the unfortunate people of Belgium, Serbia and 
Poland, that we have hardly had an opportunity 
to pay attention to perhaps the most unfortunate 
of all peoples of Europe, the 7,000,000 Jews in 
Russia, who are outlaws to-day in the eyes of then- 
Government, who are hunted from place to place, 
without any status, Without any civic rights, the 
prey of every brutal ooldier, of every brutal force in 
the Government. . 

These people. 7,000,000 human beings, cry for 
succor and relief, and have none but the people of 
the United States to address themselves to. 

In Russia every protest coming from the more 
liberal sections of the country, is stifled by th/>. 
authorities. In the central powers, any opinion is 
absolutely impotent to influence the course of ad- 
ministration in Russia. In the allied countries they 
have their own troubles at present. 

It is the neutral countries, and first and foremost 
the United States, with whom Russia is just now 
seeking to enter close relations— it is this country, 
primarily, whose voice will be most heeded in Rus- 
sia at the present time. 

* * * * 

A DEFINITE pronouncement on this most vital 
subject, coming officially from the American people 

is sure to have an immediate and beneficent effect 

upon the fate of this people. 

Then there are two other measures proposed by 
this resolution, measures calculated to recast and 
remould the basis of our civilization, to establish 
human society upon a basis of reason and peace 
rather than upon the present savage basis of mutual 
destruction. Those clauses, the sixth and seventh, 
refer to gradual concerted disarmament and the 
establishment of an international court of arbitra- 
tion, with the commercial boycott as a means of 
punishment for disobedience. x 

And I want to say to you gentlemen that if these 
two demands were dreams in the minds of peace 
advocates and idealists, they have become or may 
become to-day a practical reality. 

I want you to bear this in mind. Almost all 



belligerent countries now are so burdened with war 
debts that they will hardly be able to meet the in- 
terest charges alone after this war is over. About 
$10,000,000,000 or more is the war debt of England 
to-day, the war debt of France is of similar amount, 
that of Germany is about $8,000,000,000, and the 
war is not over yet. 

The interest charges alone upon these loans will 
far exceed the total budgets heretofore appropriated 
for all military and naval purposes in these coun- 
tries, and these appropriations were an intolerable 
burden under which the people staggered before this 
war began. 

Do you imagine it will be physically possible for 
any of these countries to meet their obligations, the 
interest charges, to say nothing of the principal, 
and at the same time maintain the tremendous 
armies and navies they had been maintaining prior 
to the outbreak of the war? 

* • * * 

THEIR ONLY salvation from a practical point 
of view will be to so curtail their military and tiaval 
forces that it will practically amount to disarma- 
ment; and it will mean more; it will mean that the 
belligerent powers of Europe will have one sole 
single result of this war which might, in their eyes 
to some extent, justify the sacrifices of the war. 
A concerted disarmament, based upon a lasting, 
compulsory peace, that would be an acquisition 
which every one of the nations might feel was worth 
fighting for. With that we would have as a sub- 
stitute for the barbarous practice of war a pledge 
of orderly administration for international justice 
by a court of arbitration. 

Gentlemen, we realize the measure we are here 
to support and for which we ask your favorable con- 
sideration is not an ordinary measure. We realize it 
would break some established precedents in diplo- 
matic negotiations. But we must bear in mind that 
the situation we are facing is an extraordinary 
situation; it is one that does not occur even once 
in a century. It is a unique situation in history, and 
it calls for the exercise of extraordinary measures: 
We, here in the United States, have many things 
to reproach ourselves with in connection with this 
war. Having been made by history the preserver of 
_ human civilization, we have largely utilized the un- 
fortunate situation, the pain, the suffering, the 
death of our fellow men on the other side of the 
ocean for the sordid purpose of enriching ourselves. 
We speculate upon the possible or probable effects 
of this war upon our commerce, upon our industries, 
upon our prosperity. We are full of glee when we 
come to the conclusion, as we usually do, that this 
war will mean millions added to the wealth of our 
wealthy classes, and temporary jobs for our poor 
classes. 

Instead of taking an enlightened human position, 
we take the attitude of the vulture fattening upon 
corpses. We forget that our prosperity is bought and 
will continue to be bought with the lives and the 
happiness of millions of our fellow men. 

I SAY, Mr. Chairman, that the people of the 
United States owe it to themselves and owe it to the 
world to take , the position which civilization ha9 
thrust upon them, to save civilization at this time 
from perdition. 

There is no other power on earth that can do 
that except this country; and whether we shall take 
the opportunity, whether we shall avail ourselves 
of it, or whether we shall turn our backs upon it and 
go on in the sordid occupation of coining the blood 
of our fellow men into gold for our pockets, will 
depend largely upon the action you, and after you, 
the Congress of the United States, representing the 
people, will take upon this resolution. 
Mr. Chairman, I thank you. 

WHAT MAURER SAID 

James H. Maurer, Socialist member of the 
Pennsylvania state legislature, president of the 
Pennsylvania Federation of Labor, and a mem- 
ber of the Socialist Party national executive 
committee, spoke as follows: 

By JAMES H. MAURER. 

REALIZING that there are a number 
of others to be heard here this morn- 
ing, I will take up only a few minutes of 
your time, and will be as brief as I possibly 
can. 

I believe we can all agree, on the spirit 
of this resolution before you gentlemen here 
this morning, even if we can not agree on 
details. I believe that all of us agree that 
something should be done to bring about 
peace in Europe ? and that something should 
be done to prevent conflicts of this nature 
in the future, if possible. 

Whether this resolution before us is the 



best that could be had is another question. 
However, it is the best we have now, and it 
is, therefore, the only thing for us to con- 
sider at this time. 

I feel quite favorable toward practically 
every section in that resolution. I do not 
know of anything in the resolution to find 
fault with. I think it is quite fitting and 
proper that the United States, being the 
largest of the neutral nations, and the most 
powerful, should take the first step in this 
direction, perhaps not so much on account 
of being the greatest of all the nations, but 
because of the complexion of our population. 

WE ARE different from any other nation 
on earth. There is no other nation situated 
as we are, and composed of so many different 
nationalities as we are. Take, for instance, 
my own State — Pennsylvania. In that single 
State there is in the one industry of mining 
nearly every nationality on earth. In the 
single town of Shenandoah the assessors list 
20 different nationalities — Austrians, Ger- 
mans, Italians, Lithuanians, Hungarians, 
Poles, Irishmen, Americans, Englishmen, Scotchmen 
— all living in that one town, working together in 
the same company's mines, all belonging to the 
same churches, all belonging to the same fraternal 
societies, all belonging to the same organizations, 
clubs, etc., and all belonging to the same Union. 

Mr. SHACKLEFORD. Do you think it would be 
fortunate for them all 'to speak the same language? 

Mr. MAURER. It certainly would be fortunate, 
for when we go to speak to them it is often neces- 
sary to have 7 or 8 or 10 different translators, and 
what we can say in 10 minutes may take an hour 
to convey to all of these people. 

These people living there are of many different 
nationalities, working in the same mines, belonging 
to the same social and fraternal organizations, and 
all to the same union. We have very good play- 
grounds there, aud you will find playing on those 
grounds Austrian children, German children, Hun- 
garian children, Polish children, English children, 
and American children. Th«y are all playing there, 
these children of different nationalities, and you will 
see the girls of one nationality throwing their arms 
around the girls of another nationality; all living 
there together very happily; all as Americans. 

* * * * 

IN THE UNION they are all brothers, and they 
are all citizens of the United States. They are all 
citizens of this country of their adoption, and they 
are all working together as brothers and sisters to 
create wealth and make this a happier and better 
world. And across the Atlantic there are brothers, 
sisters, fathers, mothers, and friends drawn into the 
great struggle there, who are destroying each other, 
murdering each other, and setting civilization back. 
These people, gentlemen, are much concerned about 
this matter and desire peace in Europe. They ar<* 
of this country of their adoption — the United States 
— and they are asking this question, "What are we 
- doing to prevent any further conflict of this kind? 
Why don't we try to stop it?" 

These people realize that it is not the people whs 
hate each other in Europe. It is the governments. 
Most of our immigrants, while they love the father- 
land, do not love their governments, which are 
responsible for -the conditions that drove them out 
of their country. I have found very few who have 
not that sentiment. 

NOW, GENTLEMEN, most of these people are 
concerned about this resolution before you this 
morning, and are concerned about the conditions 
which are prevailing in the country of their origin; 
and I am conveying to you, gentlemen, their wishes, 
that We of the United States, of which you are the 
representatives, should do something in this matter, 
and on their behalf I am asking you gentlemen to 
report this resolution to Congress with a favorable 
recommendation, to help these dying nations to 
come to peace among themselves again. The peopla 
in my State, many of them tell me, when the war 
is over, they must go back to the countries of their 
origin. They say, "I must go heme to find my father; 
I must go home to find my brothers; I must go home 
to see where they live, where they are, if they are 
alive, and maybe give them some help." That i* 
how they feel. We should encourage them to the 
extent of letting them know that this great country, 
the United States, is going to leave no stone un- 
turned to bring about peace just as soon f.s 
practicable and do everything in our power as a 
great nation to bring about this result and ac- 
complish peace on earth. 



House Votes To Keep Militia 
In Strike Breaking Service 

WASHINGTON.— Two times, during the debate on the Hay 
army bill, the House of Representatives refused to consider 
amendments offered by Socialist Congressman Meyer London 
prohibiting the use of the National Guard in strikes. Chairman 
Hay made a point of order against the amendment first offered 
by London, declaring it to be not germane to the bill. Demanding 
to be heard on the point of order, London gave this warning to 
Congress : 

"You are now," he said, "for the first time bringing the 
National Guard within the direct jurisdiction of Congress. You 
are reorganizing the National Guard. The bill is called a bill to 
promote the efficiency of the Military Establishment. It is my 
belief that you will destroy the efficiency of the military establish- 
ment if you permit the National Guar,d, which from now on will 
be under the jurisdiction of .the 
Federal Government, to be used 
p.s a strike-breaking agency, as 



has been done repeatedly at the 
behest of corporations in a j the 



number of states. It is my con- 
tention that this amendment is 
clearly within the purview of 
the bill. 

"Nothing is more destructive 
of the respect which the people 
should entertain for their de- 
fenders than the use of the 
armed forces of the country for 
the suppression of strikes, a 
rather primitive method used to 
crush the resistance of organ- 
ized labor. The violence resorted 
to by those in authority must 
bring about violence on the part 
of the under dog. Violence 
breeds violence. Hatred breeds 
hatred. 

Breeds Physical Force. 
"The use of physical force on the 
part of organized troops of the 
United States breeds necessarily 
of physical force on the 



t>art of those whom they are called 
in to intimidate. If the National 
Guard continues to be used for the 
suppression of strikes, you will 
destroy all respect for the National 
Guard. People will look upon it as a 
strike-breaking agency, as they look 
today upon the National Guard of 
the various states. They will refuse 
to join the National Guard, and the 
only personnel that you will gather 
will come from the bank clerks, the 
corporation lawyers, the men who 
look with contempt upon the great 
masses of the people. You will help 
to intensify the hatred which exists 
between the classes and the masses. 
You will help to widen the gulf be- 
tween the poor and the rich, between 
the strong and the weak." 

The first amendment which London 
offered the House declared that no 
member of the National Guard "shall 
be called upon to perform duty ir. 
connection with the suppression of 
strikes." This went out on a point of 
order. The second amendment, which 



also was rejected, declared that no 
member of the National Guard "shall 
be called upon to perform duty ir. 
connection with any controversy 
which may arise between capital and 



labor." 

Speaking of the London amend- 
ment, Representative Keating of 
Colorado, a Democrat, declared that 
"no amendment offered on this floor 



is better calculated to increase the 
efficiency of the National Guard than 
the amendment submitted by tho 
distinguished gentleman from New 
York, Mr. London." 
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Here is all the week's news worth 
while boiled down for workers so busy 
fighting for Socialism they do not have 
time to read the daily capitalist papers. 



MONDAY, MARCH 20. 
Allied airships, numbering 65,. make raid 
or German bases at Zeebrugge and ether 
points in Belgium. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 21. 



ANOTHER GROVER CLEVELAND. 

AREN'T you proud of yourself and of Mr. Wilson, oh, you Democrat? 
Aren't you ready to again plead for "reform rather than for radical Socialism? 
You elected Grover Cleveland as a reformer, and today you can't hear his name with- 
out cussing. 

You elected Woodrow Wilson as a reformer, who "would give us every good thing So- 
cialism promises"— and today he has licked your house and senate to a standstill, aided by 
the standpat Republicans! 

Your reform president has usurped all the powers of government in the executive — 
just as Grover Cleveland, your former reform president, did. 

Your reform president threatens to plunge America into war in order to save England 
in her extremity and the dividends of the Pirate Morgan. 

Aren't you proud of Grover Wilson— we mean of Woodrow Cleveland, — Mr.' Democrat? 

Better polish up your cusser. You will need it to attend to the case of the great re- 
former you elected in order to save big business. 

Oh, you fool, reform Democrat! Squirm, blame you, squirm. 



Liebknecht Continues Brave 
Struggle Against Militarists 



Germans halt their infantry attacks before 
Verdun. Hold ground won an Monday When 
they used liquid fin and captured more than 
2,500 French. 

Train blown off track by cyclone near 
Marion, Ind. ; only few of passengers injured. 

WEDNESDAY. MARCH 22. 

Report that General Luis Herrera, until 
sl.ort time ago Carranaa'e military governor 
of Chihuahua, has gone over to Villa with 
2,000 trained Mexican troupe. 

Fres. Wilson denies Germany is seeking aid 
of United States for its peace proposals. 

Militarists in house of representatives re- 
fuse to prohibit use of national guard in 
Strikes. 

Peking reports say movarehy has been 
abandoned and republican form of govern- 
ment will be resumed. 

THURSDAY. MARCH 23. 
Hay "preparedness" bill passes house. Will 
now go to the senate, whore it will be shelved , 



KARL LIEBKNECHT is again the storm center in the attack on 
capitalist-militarism in Germany. Detailed reports of his recent 
speech in the Prussian diet, where he charged that the German 
munition kings were furnishing the enemy powers with the munitions 
used to kill German soldiers, are just beginning to arrive in this country. 

Liebknecht's brave protest in the Prussian diet occurred during the 
course of a debate on the estimates for the ministry of justice. He 
sharply criticized the censorship, particularly as regards the Vorwaerts, 
which, he said, was not allowed to | 
publish any news that might cause j 
any public excitement. 

For this reason he supposed the' 
Socialist paper was forbidden to write I 
a word concerning the impending i 
release of Frau Rosa Luxemburg, i 
official circles being apparently afraid i 
w w> .„ _ _ that the news of her release, if! 

fcr" something morTdrastic as "nation's fears 1 published beforehand, Would bring i 
are aroused by situation in Mexico. ; great masses of people in front of 

War department asks $8,S87,0O0 to meet ex- | t L. „„•„„„ „ ;L j 

penses arising out of Mexican invasion. ' the P"SOn building in order to ex- ! 

Six hundred homes devastated by fire at \ press their sympathy With the dlS- j 

Augusta, Ga., with property loss of about j tinguished Socialist woman leader. 

*5..ooo.M8. ..„.„.„.„«. ! Moreover, continued Dr. Lieb- 

frida*. MAiuu 2*. . knecht, it had become a principle 1 

British steamship Sussex, flying French w ; t u t u fVri<?rr<5rnn OflfW rn nrn 
ft**, thought to have been torpedoed In Eng- ™ e ^enscrsmp Umce to pro- I 

lish Channel ; 43C periled. nibit the mention of trials arising ; 

Wireless message is received from Lieut. 1 cut of peace demonstrations and food 
fn*5oubt 0n ' antarclic « xpior,!r; *" te of 0,rty ! riots, the result being that the popu- j 

Villa h surrounded md cannot possibly lation had no idea how greatly these j 
ocape, according to reports received by the trials had increased in number. Dr. : 

Mexican minister of war from General Luis i Liebknecht further said that the ; 

,u errer ' i publication of statistics of prosecu- I , , . , 

Saturday, MARCH 25. ■, t ; ons of peraonB f or supplying enemy ' tne trenches, or had been released 

Eleven of the 25 known Americans en p owe rs with war material' Would also I f °f * he Same P ur P os e. 

ftSSSS cSffi he»ra1rom: dca'th ,ut° T.y j be very valuable. "My experience of war," he added, 

total so. ' «As Avprvhndv I™,™* » mn . i * as taught me that it is just those 



DEMAND EARLY PEACE. 

The socialist membership in the 
German reichstag has decided to 
present the following resolutions: 

"The reichstag expresses the ex- 
pectation that in the negotiations 
concerning the employment of the 
submarine weapon everything will 
be avoided which could damage 
the just interests of neutral states 
and effectuate an unnecessary 
sharpening and extension of the 
war. 

"The reichstag expects on the. 
other hand, that the government 
will do everything to bring about 
an early peace which will insure 
the integrity of the empire, its 
political independence and econom- 
ic freedom of development." 



American troop* engaged 



encompassing 



very 

"As everybody knows," he pro 
y semi-official warning was 
g<!t first sight of vuiistas. ; issued in the course of the war 

j. p. Morgan, Reggie Vanderbiit, Jay Gould against the tendency of the Capital- 

ist classes to sell war materials to 



prisonment. "There is," he remarked, 
"one country where the situation is 
still worse than Germany. This is not 
Russia, but Austria, but only now 
and then the cry of distress pene- 
trates abroad." 

The Minister of Justice, Dr. Bese- 
ler, after pointing out that Dr. Lieb- 
knecht had repeated his usual ac- 
cusations, declined to reply in detail. 

After short complaints from Herr 
Nissen (Danish Party) and Herr 
Trampozynski (Polish Party) Dr. 
Liebknecht again spoke. He said: — 
"As regards one point I must add 
something concerning Austrian con- 
ditions. Their field Court Martials 
are in fact a regime of terror. I have 
proofs in my hand. In Austria there 
is no possibility of discussing these 
things in Parliament. In a few 
months hundreds of years of penal 
servitude have been pronounced by 
these Court Martials, and also a 
death sentence for a poem. One of my 
Austrian comrades has been sen- 
tenced to death for a speech which he 
made in December, 1914, which it 
was alleged was hostile towards the 
State. One of my Austrian " 

Here the discussion closed and the 
Budget was adopted. 



and other plutes at ringside when Jess Willard 
beats Frank Moian in Madison Square Garden 
at New York City. 

SUNDAY. MARCH 26. 
Detachments of British and German fleets 
come to grips in Korth Sea; one English an1 
two German ships sent to bottom. 



the enemy thru the channel of neutral 
countries. This official communication 
emphasized that the neutral coun- 
tries disguise was so transparent 
that 



who have been in jail and who are 
treated as pariahs in civil life who 
have shown in war the human quali- 
ties of splendid comradeship, but the 
danger must not be overlooked that 
there are in the army great masses 
of men of criminal tendencies and 
hideous lubricity. 

"Our great responsibility towards 



Cornelius Lehane has just complet- 



the Capitalist classes were well th J?" 1 ^*™ 
of The meaning of their J^i^ 
actions. A very esteemed member of ^5 " ^ US 
the Luebeck Senate, for instance, \lfJl S^S^™*? news P a P e F s 

'i^ere particularly censorious when in 

enemy countries the prisons were 
opened in order that convicts might 
join the army, but to a certain extent 
the same thing has taken place in 
Germany. 
"I will not say that the majority 



ed a course of 13 public addresses a. > has long been languishing in prison 
Minneapolis, Minn., arranged for him If or having placed his Swedish copper 
by Lynn Thompson, organizer of the ; mines at t £ e disposal of the Rus- 
Minneapolis Trades and Labor As-j sians> These cases must have in- 
sembly. The addresses were delivered j creased, otherwise this official warn- 
before various bodies, including the . ing would be incomprehensible. You 

Minnesota State University, the Wol-, a n know how the Capitalists are in-i^ f . - . . ------ 

fe Tone Society, The Woman's Club, | ternationally related to each other.!, the excesses against the defence 
the Business Mens' Saturday Lunch j TheS e relations still exist, tho in an i I e ? s Population in the occupied coun- 
Club, the Trades and Labor Assem- , altered form. You know that these - a atrocities which bear a 

bly, and many labor unions including j relations, especially "as regards the . pecuha !u y P e "onal stamp and sur- 

teamsters, carpenters, waitresses, j armament industry " (Here the ! P ass ordinary cruelties of war 

plasterers' tenders, tailors, waiters, j President rang the hell, and the So- i ha , ve b ? e H . s ,? le,v committed by such 
etc. This series of addresses is ad- 1 cialist, Adolf Hofmann, shouted, ' rele *f ed jailbirds." 

"Now it is the turn of the holy of; ^- fter P 011 ^ 11 ^ oik that the pre- 
holies ") 1 vailin S scarcity and dearth of food- 

Vice-President Krause^-I do not s £ uffs we " tw ? ° f th * s ? ci& } caus , es 
see what this has to do with the ad- 0 f . cr - im ?' , Dr \ Liebknecht dwelt on the 
ministration of justice or its respon- 1 c ™nal tendencies of the young. He 
sibility. . Isaid: — The degeneration of the young 



mitted by all to be the most success 
ful piece of socialist propaganda ever 
accomplished in Minneapolis. 



The Carpenter And 
The Rich Man. 

A FEW copies of this book left. 
This was a regular dollar 
book, but we will send you one or 
more copies at the price of 50 cents, 
postage paid. — Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison St., Chicago. 



Due Stamp Dater. 

■■■VERY Local Secretary should 
"■■have a Due Stamp Canceller. 
We furnish dater with the neces- 
sary rubber dates for 60 cents. 

If you want a check on dues pay- 
ments, the only method is by dat- 
ing the stamp when it is pasted on 
the card. The dater just fits the 
stamp.— Socialist Party, 803 W. 
Madison St., Chicago. 



sibility, 

| Dr. Liebknecht — I demand statistics 
' of how many people stand indicted 
| for such crimes. If in this connection 
! I point out the international rela- 

I Atrocities in Occupied Countries. 

After Dr. Liebknecht had bean 
1 once more called to order he con- 
tinued his speech. He pointed out ■ 



is the natural consequence of the de' 
generation of all mankind in this 
war, of the degeneration of our whole 
Kultur. (Quite right," from the So- 
cialist Benches.) Now they place non* 



Dr. Liebknecht was called to order, 
but he protested against the Presi- 
dent's attempts to gag him. 

„„ „ t , _ r „w.^v. . Socialist shouted — "Even in Par- 

that at present there were some 5000 j lament that is almost impossible, 
military prisoners in prisons under j Tne President rang his bell, 
the Prussian Administration of I Herr Liebknecht, once more pro- 



RUSSIAN SOCIALIST EXPOSES 
PLIGHT OF THAT NATION. 

The Russian Socialist, M. Tcheidse, 
views Russia's prospects in the war 
most pessimistically, according to the 
Trans Ocean News bureau. 

He declared in the Duma that Rus- 
sia's casualties in the war were 
greater than ihose of all tho other 
belligerents together. 

Losses on the battlefield, however, 
were small compared with those 
caused by starvation, he stated. 
Blames Bad Rule. 

Bad government was responsible 
for the loss of these millions, he de- 
clared, adding: 

"Russia has now been reduced to 
such a state that after the war she 
will be a factor of" no importance." 
He said that during the 18 months of 
the war lies and calumnies had been 
spread and that piracy and treason 
have reigned. 

"The real object of the entente 
powers is not to liberate Europe from 
Prussian militarism, but to further 
the policies of annexation and im- 
perialism," he continued. "At the 
most critical moment we find our- 
selves with no railroads and face com- 
plete demoralization of transporta- 
tion. 

Officials Corrupt. 
"We have a government whose in- 
competence and corruptness are clas 
sical. The government is mobilizing 
industry and industry is mobilizing to 
rob the people. While the government 
asserts that it wishes to improve the 
situation of the working-men, great 
numbers of laborers have been shot 
occur daily in Moscow and Petro- 
at Tula and elsewhere and arrests 
grad." 



No Second Commune 



Justice, and that the prisons under 
the Ministry of the Interior were also 
largely populated by soldiers. Other 
soldiers, he continued, had had their 



testing, pointed out that political 
prosecution also did not cease during 
the war. He reminded the House of 
how preventive arrest was now 



Colored Cartoons 



NEW EDITION — NEW PICTURES 

A treat to young and old. A selection of Ryan Walker's best 
cartoons with the added attraction of colors. 

32 pages, (5xl3»/2 inches) of colored comic cartoons. 
352 inches of rollicking sure-enough fun. 

THESE ARE THE 

New Adventures 
of* Henry I>iit>l> 

Thousands of copies of Henry Dubb cartoons have been already 
sold. This is a new edition, with new pictures, in three colors. 
They make a hit as soon as seen. 

They will sell like hot cakes at street meetings, lectures, and to 
individuals. Every father who wants his son and daughter to 
comprehend the struggles of the workers will want to give this 
book of pictures to them. They will bring a smile on the face 
of any grouch. Even the dullest mind can understand when 
taken in Walker's "easy-to-take" doses. 

Single copies 10c postpaid 

2o copies $2.00 postpaid 

100 copies $6.50 express paid 



SOCIALIST PARTY, 803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO, DLL. 



sentences postponed in order that ! managed without anv guarantees to 
they might return to barracks or to I those arrested. He said that the lat- 
ter had no means of protecting them- 
selves, and they were even unable to 
have the assistance of lawyers. 
"Several hundreds are or have been 
under arrest, some for months, others 
since the beginning of the war." 

Terror in Austria. 
After quoting several such cases, 
Dr. Liebknecht said: — "Now look at 
the Prussia which went to war in 
order to liberate the Russian people 
from Czarism. The opening of politi- 
cal trials under the reign of the party 
of peace usually is that the military 
authorities seize some manuscript or 
book and send it to the public pro- 
secutor, asking him to take steDS. 
A rather enviable situation for our 
justice. Justitia fundamentum regno- 
rum? No. Militarismus fundamentum 
regnorum." Th« speaker quoted some 
more cases of the arbitrariness of 
military justice in regard to civil- 
ians, and disclosed the fact that in 
Berlin a new department had been 
opened at the police headquarters to 
deal with peace propagandists. "To- 
day," he continued, "high treason has 
got the right of admission to Court. 
It has become almost a noble crime. 
There are in Germany certain quar- 
ters where high treason is bred, 
especially in the camps of the war 
prisoners. High treason of all -kinds 
is to-day breeding revolutionists, and 
foreigners ars committing acts of 
treason. It is done systematically." 

Dr. Liebknecht was again called to 
order for this expression. He then 
mentioned a case in which a person 
had been sentenced to death for a 
poem, but the sentence had later 
been commuted to five year's im- 



SIXTY-EIGHT years ago, on 
March 18, the kings of central 
Europe trembled before the up- 
rising of little business men and 
workers. The sparks of little riots 
and revolts, scattered by the great 
French revolution all over Europe 
during the first half of the nineteenth 
century, suddenly blazed up into the 
revolutionary fire of 1848. 

For a little while it threatened to 
burn all thrones, but the kings escap- 
ed with a bad fright. The day of the 
little business man was already 
drawing toward evening, and the day 
of the worker had not dawned. They 
paid a heavy blood price for their 
mistake. 

Forty-five years ago, surrounded 
by German armies and menaced by 
an invasion of their own hated gov- 
ernment, the little business men and 
workers of Paris staked their lives 
on a revolution by armed force. 

There were then some men who 
saw farther than the leaders of the 
Paris commune. Having dipped 
deeply into the spring of historical 
experience, these seers, Socialists, 
clearly foresaw the outcome of the 
mad enterprise and warned against 
it. 

* * * * 

THE PARIS workers and little 
business men paid a heavier price in 
blood, exile and prison for their mis- 
take than all the 18-18 revolutionists 
together. The feudal lords and big 
ousiness had grown much stronger 
and gained more power to strike 
down their enemies. 

In the last generation, the ruling 
classes of present society have 
buttressed their economic and politi- 
cal positions by engines of death on 
land, on sea, under the sea, and in 
the air. The whole world is one 
armed camp. Picked men watch over 
the fortunes oz the privileged with 
all the devices of science. 

The little business class has tried 
to win by political action what it 
vainly tried to gain by sudden force. 
It has long given up the idea of 
violence. A few of its spokesmen, 
ranting individualists in spite of 45 
years of additional experience, still 
dream of turning the world back to 
l he little business stage. The little 



business class, in the vast majority, 
just exists, looking neither backward 
nor forward, intent upon counting 
petty pennies. 

The working class alone, of all 
classes in present society, looks for- 
ward with confidence and ardent 
idealism to a better future. It ha<- 
built up giant economic and political 
organizations led by men and women 
who see at least a part of their way 

clearly ahead. 

* * * * 

THESE ORGANIZATIONS are 
proof against the mad adventures 
which threw away human lives reck- 
lessly into the hopper of class tyran- 
ny. There are still fanatic and roman- 
tic spirits among tho workers, who 
have profited nothing from historical 
experience, but the great majority of 
the organized workers, in the econ- 
omic and political armies of labor, 
can no longer be stampeded into 
bloody adventures against class rule. 

The European war has shown that 
the military power of the ruling class 
is so strong that the capitalist-mind- 
ed majority of workers forces even 
the Socialists to take part in wars 
fought over business quarrels. 

There would not be another com- 
mune adventure even in Paris, if the 
city should again be entered by a 
foreign enemy. If the ruling class 
can not defend the city, the workers 
will not attempt the impossible task 
of preventing it or of keeping their 
own returning capitalist government 
out. 

In 1871, the voice of the two or 
three Socialists who warned against 
the commune uprising was drowned 
in the loud uproar of adventure. In 
1916 there are 10,000 Socialists to 
save at least the lives that the enemy 
has spared. The Socialists know a 
better, safer, firmer and saner way to 
uproot the ruling class. It is the way 
of intelligent evolution to political 
power. 

—THE MILWAUKEE LEADER. 



Blows By Benson 
Against Militarism 



We have always faced the reality 
of robbery; now we face the reality 
of murder. 

* * * * 

The public is being forced into a 
five-year navy program because 
Wilson and the candidates know 
that, even if they can succeed in 
frightening the nation, the scare will 
soon subside. 

* * * * 

I have been told publicly that it is 
reprehensible to discuss the Presi- 
dent's motives, but I have been told 
privately that it is not. 

* * * * 

Wilson has been jockeyed into de- 
claring for something in which he 

does not believe. 

* * * * 

Down at Oyster Bay there is a 
person who would no more chase the 
Presidency than a dog would chase 
a cat. 

* * * ' * 

Capitalists need a big navy to 
safeguard foreign investments and 
commerce. 

* * * * 

The country is making gold, not 
right, its guide. It is the tool of cap- 
italist interests. 

* * * » 

Socialists should work to keep this 
nation out of war and to let the peo- 
ple know that there is no danger of 
invasion. 



PEE VICTORY IN MILWAUKEE. 

Milwaukee Socialists predict cer- 
tain victory Tuesday, April 4, as a 
result of the showing made in the 
primaries last Tuesday, when Daniel 
W. Hoan, the Socialist city attorney, 
polled 22,33(5 votes, as the Socialist 
candidate for mayor, 5,485 more chau 
his closest nonpartisan opponent, and 
1,121 votes more than were cast for 
Emil Seidel, Socialist candidate for 
mayor in the primaries two years 
ago. 

The six socialist candidates for 
aldermen-at-large successfully weath- 
ered the primaries, as did nearly all 
of the ward nldermanic candidates. 

"The returns place Hoan so far in 
the lead of Bading that there is 
slight possibility of the gold medal 
mayor coming back at the election in 
April", predicts The Milwaukee 
Leader, the Socialist daily. 

"Business pressure, banking in- 
fluence, every means which the cap- 
italistic interests find so effective in 
coercing citizens who are subject to 
their economic power will now be 
mobilized to 'beat the Socialists'. 

"Yet in the face of the vast power 
of. money against which Hoan and 
the Socialist candidates will have to 
contend, there is every promise of a 
sweeping victory for the people and 
a complete overthrow of the Bading 
regime and its corporate sponsors. 
The voters of Milwaukee are deter- 
mined to sweep the fused apetits 
from the city hall. We are confident 
that the moneyed interests will be 
unable to stem the tide and pluck 
victory from defeat. 

"Milwaukee's redemption is at 
hand," concludes THE LEADER. 

Let us hope so! 



IN TEE WORLD OF LABOR. 



By Max 8. Hayaa. 



Here is an interesting announce- 
ment from John C. Euler, of Erie, 
Pa.: Encampments are not exactly 
a new thing in the Socialist movement 
of America but have never before 
been run on the lines that this asso- 
ciation uses. The Encampment at 
Conneaut Lake, Pa., last year was the 
first one in the eastern portion of the 
country. It was a success from every 
angle and helped create more enthus- 
iasm and interest in our movement 
than any other one thing. The 1916 
Encampment, June 18-27, is organ- 
ized on a much larger and broader 
scale and takes in all the counties in 
Western Pennsylvania and several in 
Eastern Ohio. The different commit- 
tees have the project well under way 
and are working hard in their respec- 
tive departments to make this event 
the one big thing in Socialist activi- 
ties this year. It will be the opening 
gun for the 1916 presidential cam- 
paign in this district. Already 75 
tents for the occasion have been sold 
and at least 300 tents will be occupied 
at .the opening of the Encampment, 
besides the comrades who will stay 
at the hotels and cottages on the 
grounds and the numerous others who 
will come for a day or for„the week 
and* - - 



THE EMPLOYERS' Association 
of Seattle has launched a cam- 
paign to cripple or destroy the 
initiative and referendum in the State 
of Washington. At test case has been 
brought against a couple of minor 
propositions that is being sought to 
initiate, but behind the attack the 
labor forces see an attempt to kill 
direct legisl- tion. The capitalistic 
gents are als- charged with scheming 
to destroy tl ? workmen's compensa- 
tion law or J least lessen its effec- 
tiveness. 

* * * * 

THE AVERAGE death rate of 
babies in steel-making centers where 
shrapnel is produced and coal-mining 
towns is 134 per 1,000, against 84 per 
1,000 in a residential suburb, where 
the war profiteers live. Such horrible 
contrasts "are seldom noticed by tho 
daily newspapers that are now posing 
as the spokesmen of "the people" and 
mildly calling upon the workingmen 
to don the yoke of militarism. 

* * * * 

MILITARISTS over in Toledo tried 
to inject a scheme into the public 
school system whereby high school 
scholars were to be drilled. Laborites 
objected and the Board of Educatior 
shelved the proposition. 

$ * * * * 

IT IS reported that the State Fed- 
eration of Labor of South Dakota in- 
tends to make an effort to secure the 
inauguration of a State eight-hour 
law covering all industries. 

* * * * 

THE NEW movement that has 
started in New York to secure the 
establishing of a State Constabulary 
has been met by a counter attack on 
the part of Assemblyman Shiplacoff, 
the lone Socialist member of the 
Legislature, who has introduced bills 
to prohibit corporations from employ- 
ing private deputies and police and 
compelling those who advertise for 
scabs during labor troubles to men- 
tion the fact that strikes exist. The 
Cossack scheme will also be fought 
as hard as it was last year, when an 
effort was made to slip it thru. As- 
semblyman Hamlin, of Buffalo, fath- 
ers the Cossack bill, which has been 
indorsed by Governor Whitman and 
other political bosses. 

* * * * 

PRESIDENT MAURER, of the 
Pennsylvania Federation of Labor, 
charges that the railways in that 
State are violating the workmen's 
compensation law. He shows that the 
railroads are making arbitrary classi- 
fications of their employes, calling 
interstate workers those who were 
really employed in the State. When 
these are injured, Maurer says, the 
companies dodge the payment of com- 
pensation by claiming that the injured 
worker does no^ come under the pro - 
visions of the State compensation 
law. 

* * * * 

STRIKES are increasing in Aus- 
tralia again, according to latest re- 
ports. Nearly every industry is af- 
fected and great dissatisfaction pre- 
vails. The unionists declare that as 
rapidly as wages are raised the food 
exploiters and landlords raise prices 
and grab the advances secured, and 
thus the industrial system has become 
a vicious circle leading nowhere, 
which is largely true in all other 
countries for that matter. 



NOW IT IS announced from St. 
IiOuis that the business element will 
demand that the Legislature pass a 
law creating a State Constabulary. 
The reason given is that when the 
United States government "Federal- 
izes" the State Militia some force 
will be required to check the "mob 
fpirit," not of the plutes, but the 
working people. 



Argentina Socialists have nomi- 
nated Dr. Juan B. Justo for President. 
Their platform carries many "im- 
mediate demand" planks, including 
one calling for $4 a day and eight 
hours for municipal and State em- 
ployes, modified single tax, gradual 
municipalization of all public utilities, 
home rule for municipalities, and a 
host of labor laws, one of which 
would prohibit the seizure of a work- 
man's tools for debt. 



MB. TAFT'S GREAT 
LEARNING. 

By JOHN M. WORK. 



I RECENTLY heard Mr. Taft give 
a lecture in the assembly hall of 
the Nicholas Senn High School in 
Chicago. 

And what do you suppose he said 
about Socialism? 

He said the Socialists wanted to 
divide up! 

Honest, he did. 

He also said that the Socialists 
proposed to have committees which 
would tyrannize over the people, de- 
ciding what they should do, and this 
would be an awful despotism. 

Once upon a time I arose in the 
gallery of a church and corrected 
Carrie Chapman Catt because &he said 
that the Socialists were opposed to 
equal suffrage for women. 

Perhaps I should have pulled off a 
similar stunt in the case of Mr. Taft. 

• • • * 

BUT IT did not seem necessary. 
The audience just snickered at these 
statements on his part. It was evident 
that most of his hearers knew he was 
only displaying his ignorance on the 
subject. They have heard Socialist 
speeches from the same platform. So- 
cialist literature has been distributed 
to them. They know something of tha 
work of the Chicago Socialist alder- 
men. Therefore, while they may not 
be posted on the subject, they at least 
are not so densely ignorant as Mr. 
Taft. 

Mr. Taft is good natured. He makes 
these ridiculous statements so in- 
nocently, and with such apparent 
sincerity, that one could not by any 
possibility conjure up any bitterness 
toward him. One only harbors mild 
amusement, together with a touch of 
pity on account of an ex -president 
making such a spectacle of himself. 

John Spargo recently pointed out 
the intellectual bankruptcy of the op- 
ponents of Socialism and said he long- 
ed for intelligent opposition. 

So say we all. 

But it is not likely to be forthcom- 
ing. 

• • • • 

WHEN a person takes the trouble 
to understand Socialism he becomes 
a Socialist, and his opposition conse- 
quently dissolves and becomes trans- 
formed into enthusiastic advocacy of 
Socialism. 

Over nineteen years ago I investi- 
gated Socialism for the express pur- 
pose of intelligently opposing it. 
Upon investigating it, I found £nat it 
was the truth, and I therefore became 
a Socialist. 

Many, others have had the same ex- 
perience. 

Our opponents can point out the 
mistakes of individual Socialists, but 
they cannot intelligently argue 
against Socialism, for the very good 
reason that there is no intelligent ar- 
gument against it. 

• • • • 

AS FOR Mr. Taft, he does the best 
he knows. It is universally recognized 
that he is a dyed in the wool con- 
servative. As I pointed out in a 
previous article, he is mentally 
stationary — an intellectual fence post 
by which we who are moving forward 
can measure our progress. His op- 
position is a boon to us. 

I move that we give him a vote of 
thanks. 

All in favor, say aye. 

All opposed, no. 

The ayes have it. 



WANTmi We Want 300 Agents 
f 1HR I LV. at $35 to $70 a Week 

— MEW INVENTION r' ustout - Needed in every home everyday. Patents 
ll "vii just applied for. Nothing else like it. Supplies what 
every housewife has wished for for years. Perfected after long experimental 
work by mechanical experts. Low priced— anyone can use it-sells on slffht. We want 
tnree Hundred representatives at once— men or women hustlers— to advertise, accent orders 
if* h iWf dellverie , 8 fft our newQulckedffe Knife and Shear Sharpener. Sharpens any 
kitchen knife, paring knife, carving knife, bread knife or sheais and scissors in tan second*. 
Agents are takinc orders at Mimrv hnnc. wi*. ^sa ^b. SHk _ m m 

$300 Per Month 



Agents are taking orders at every house— wir- 
ing for rush shipments. Write today for this 
opportunity to make $10 to $20 every day. over 

^i} itt i e ^Li c - hin !j s a Mechanical masterpiece. A child can use it. Justputknifeinslot-turn 
lu?£L~^?A« 2 ,, lT" draw 3, b £ de to keen > shar P> Perfect, lasting edge at abso- 
£ US! eorr f e * » * V ?J * or «•■«? «•••• Nothing to adjust-nothing to change, nothing to get out 
wni ^^SXfVi?}* •"•""•••••-will last for years. Once they see it and use it. women 
^Jfi «.Si t £°2 t,tf Sr severaltimesits cost.Oneagentwrote:"Itwaseasier for me to learn to 
rtll ilt » , " ► F V*u n ,"„ wa8 *? 1ea r n to tear open my pay-envelope in my former dollar-a- 
day job. Oet out of the doUar-a-day class. Get this position, where profits start the first day. 

No Experience Required S£°"" vt ^ 

ten-second demonstration upon the dullest knife in the house; tha ordoMs^oura'rlatriTon 
^l'^^•.•f^L , !!Sf2 ,, ^? r • Nota ^"»e necessary. No argument. The machine simply seUs itself. 
■ f??«!?Xi t Every customer becomes your friend. They tell others, your profits double 
and multiply Leave one hundred on trial over night. Collect the cash for every one of them 

Sr"ta?£&*iT5? - h,n# WUI - ^ H * OWn *« ,w »*5 » «s so easy to operate, aoexplanationa 

or instructions are necessary. Secure your county now; free. Get started right now and 



Make as M uch M oney Next Week as These 
Only S^M^Hl^^ Men Are Making Now 

$1-52 



Selling Price* 

Low price, ease 
of operation, as- ; 
tonlsbins quickness , 
and absolute perf ac- 
tion of results, money- 
back guaranty. Thesa 
things make the 
Qulckadge the fast- 
est seller of the age- 
th« biggest money- 
maker for agents, gen- 
eral agents and managers 
ever invented. 

Make $70 Next Week 

Easytostart— easytomake 
big money if you will just fol- 
low instructions and work 
faithfully. No charge for 
territory. 200% profit for 
agents. Business supplies 
capital. Exclusive protec- 
tion, co-operation and assist- 
ance. Fnilureimpossible. Noth- 
ing to risk. Success assured. 
Easy to demonstrate— and 
every woman is anxious to see 
it work— then she would not do 
without it. No talking neces- 
sary. Just show the machine 
and take the order— one dollar 
profit on every callyoiis»a h o. 
Send for application blank 
and complete information today 
—free. Investigate. Sot the 
proof. Don't delay. Write a 

Kstal card or letter right now. 
irrltoryto fca ln a ■ali g ned 
very fast. Get your county 
now— free. Write today. 



J. C. Lewis, of Kansas, says: "I have sold on* 
hundred Sharpeners In four days." Hobart 
Kerr, of Md. .writes: "The women can hardly wait 
till they get them." Herbert Cain, of Ky., sold nine 
after supper. At the end of his first day, J. W. 
Gordon, of Pa., writes: "I have sold two dozen, 
and I sold to everyone I saw.** Wm. G. Hall. 
ofN. J.,says: I think it is great. I sold six 
v in about one-half hour. The machine is a 
I mighty fine proposition. I am a mechanic 
.\and I know what I am talking about." 
Peter Courtland, of Mich., writes: "I 
received your sharpener and opened it 
in a barber shop. I ground his shears 
and I got an order for one right on the 
spot. ' H. A. Henkel, of Va., says: "I 
have examined it and find it a wonderful little 
machine. Tho workmanship is simply per- 
fect." Frank King, Colo.. says: T 'Sample received 
Saturday. Sold ten today. Selltomosteveryhouse." 
Forest Webb, of Pa., says: "Went out Monday after- 
noon for about three hours and received one dozen or- 
ders. Profit S12.00." H. Tiilery, of Tenn., wrote: "I 
took three orders first hour. When you sharpen an old. dull 
knife, dull as a hoe. in less than a minute, they sit up and 
look." Ray Carter, of Mass., writes: "I went out two days 
and have orders for thirty sharpeners." Profit S30.00 
l for first two days. John Durr, of Wis., also says: 
TJjg V "I have sold thirty In two days." 

fiiiirkA. Y° u can make this money. Sand Now. 

Stee \ Territory £ree - ^ bus y- 

Knife \ WRITE TODAY 

and Shear \ The Qulckedge Sharpener 
Sharpener \ Company 

MfcaayKHclmiUh X No. 586 Sharpener Building 
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Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 
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PROPOSED NATIONAL REFERENDUM. 
By Local Kings Co.. N. Y. 

Resolution establishing the position of the 
Socialist Party of America on "Militarism 
and Preparedness." 

WHEREAS, All international wars have 
been and are combats incited by the ruling: 
classes for the dominion of the world and its 
■workers and the control of the products 
■wrought by the toil of the workers and 

WHEREAS, The ruling or capitalist class 
of the United States is preparing to saddle 
upon the working class under the name of 
preparedness a militarism whose object, ac- 
cording to the President's message, is to pro- 
tect the interests of the capitalist class at 
home and abroad and to instill more reverence 
for the capitalist State, and 

WHEREAS, The munitions manufacturers 
who have been making vast fortunes from the 
sale of guns, powder and Khells to the belli- 
gerent countries have a vital interest in a 
program of preparedness that will continue 
their gigantic profits after the present war. 
and 

WHEREAS, The working class has no 
country to defend and has no interest in 
ioreign markets, colonies and ''spheres of in- 
fluence" which are the prizes for which the 
capitalists contend and which may lead to 
war, and 

WHEREAS, The workers furnish the bulk 
of the victims for all such wars and win 
nothing for themselves but empty glory, 
disease and death, and nothing for their 
families but misery and sorrow, and 

WHEREAS, The State under capitalism is 
mainly a machine to protect the property in- 
terests of the capitalist clnss, and to per- 
retuate the oppression and exploitation of the 
workers, and 

WHEREAS, All forms of soldiery and 
militia are the instruments by which the cap- 
italist class prepares against the working 
class ; and "patriotism" is used as a catch- 
word to blind the workers to their own inter- 
ests, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we, 
the members of the Socialist Party of 
America, strongly denounce all forms of pre- 
paredness ; that we call upon the working 
class of America to resist militarism in all 
its forms, and to refuse to enlist in any 
military body under the control of the cap- 
italist State; we declare that the working 
class has no country to defend ; that their 
only enemy is capitalism ; and we therefore 
call upon the workers to organize politically 
and industrially to break the chains that 
bind them; to capture the political power of 
the nation ; to overthrow the privilege of the 
capitalist class, and to inaugurate collective 
ownership and democratic management of 
the social mea.is of production, in the inter- 
est of the workers themselves. 

1723 members in good standing. Published 
for seconds, April 1, 1916. 



Letters from "American Socialist" Readers 



PARTY PRESS. — I see in the 
Forum comrades kicking about the 
space allotted to business and the 
Forum. I understood that was to be 
the mission of The American Social- 
ist and that was what it came into 
existence for. Some comrade suggests 
creating another vehicle for that and 
making The American Socialist 
purely a propaganda paper. I think 
that would be worse than foolish 
when we have so many papers all 
over the country that are purely pro- 
paganda and especially as we havs 
The Appeal, which I don't think can 
be beat. Then why change The 
American Socialist from its original 
design. There are a great many who 
take The Appeal, and take The 
American Socialist just for the bus- 
iness and Forum features, who, in 
case the suggested change is made, 
would take the paper, that carries the 
business and Forum, and drop The 
American Socialist. As long as it was 
brought into being for that very pur- 
pose why change it. Another thing 
I wished to speak of is the mud 
slinging some of the comrades re- 
sorted to. If there was anything in 
the charges they made why didn't 
they make the charges at the time 
the misdemeanors were committed 
instead of waiting till other com- 
rades had nominated them for office 
and then applying old party tactics. 
They should have spoken out at the 
time of commitment or forever after 
hold their peace —COM. BEECHING, 
North Bend, Ore. 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

Chicago, Iir., March 20, 1916. 
To .the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades : — I submit for vote of your 
Committee the following: 

National Committee Motion No. 9. 
By Burgess of Virginia. 
"That the editor of "The American Social- 
ist" ascertain the cheapest and best method 
of publishing the "Official Business" and 
"Open Forum" departmants of the paper 
separate and apart from the regular edition, 
and submit his findings and recommendations 
to the National Committea at the earliest 
possible moment." 

Seconded by : Duncan oT Montana : Finke 
of Arkansas ; Hurst of Rhode Island ; Feni- 
more of Indiana; Cumbie of Oklahoma. 
Comment. 

Dnncan: The desirability of having the 
party members fully informed on matters of 
party business is obvious. The undesirability 
ol extending this information generally to 
leaders of The American Socialist who are 
ron-members and often unfriendly to us 
should be equally obvious. Especially undesir- 
able is it that these readers should be periodi- 
cally regaled with the sweet amenities that 
so frequently develop between "comrades", 
thru the open forum. If we must have such 
vigorous washing of unsavory linen, by all 
rxrans let it be done in our private laundry. 

Hurst: I believe that the official business 
of the party and the "Open Forum" published 
lor party members leads to better under- 
standing, and more intelligent action, but 
consider such material in a propaganda paper 
detrimental. 

Hearn: I cannot second it in that form. 
If it was to enlarge the paper I think it 
would do. It is already a good propaganda 
paper and could be better if enlarged and 
still carry the official business. It was changed 
from an official bulletin to a newspaper to 
get the benefit of second class matter. To 
separate the official business from the paper 
we would have the same trouble and extra 
postage. 

Vote closes April 10, 191(5. Ballot inclosed. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary.. 

ELECTION OF PARTY OFFICIALS. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: By referendum just 
c'osed, Chas. W. Green, 270 State Street, 
Portsmouth, has been elected National Com- 
mitteeman and Fred E. Irish, 57 Chestnut 
Street, Bath, Maine, re-elected State Secre- 
tary for the ensuing year. 

ARIZONA': Alice S. Eddy, 38 So. 4th 
Street, Phoenix, has been elected National 
Committeeman for term beginning April 1st. 

PENNSYLVANIA: By referendum just 
closed, the following National Committeemen 
were elected: Charles A. Maurer, 438 Wash- 
ington St., Reading; Charles W. Ervin, 1326 
Arch Street, Philadelphia; Gertrude Breslau 
Fuller, 60 Mont Clair Avenue, West View, 
Pittsburgh. 

MAINE: H. Jacob P. 2nemark, 404 Con- 
gress Street, Portland, has been elected Na- 
tional Committeeman. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Julian I. 
Pierce, 928 New York Avenue, N. W., Wash- 
ington, is elected to the National Committee. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Charles W. Green, 
270 State Street, Portsmouth, is elected Na- 
tional Committeemin. 

UTAH: A. H. Kempton, 629 9th Avenue, 
Salt Lake City, is National Committeeman 
for the year beginning April 1st. 

RHODE ISLAND: National Committee- 
man, Fred Hurst, 1310 Cranston Street, 
Providence. 



PLATFORMS.— In the March 11th 
issue of The American Socialist Com- 
rade N. M. Grefsheim of Wildrose, 
N. D., takes issue with the proposed 
platform published for seconds in the 
February twenth-fifth issue of this 
paper. The main argument advanced 
is that the platform is not definite. 
Comrade Grefsheim insinuates ,that 
this platform was hatched by some 
secret organization. If you know of 
any secret organization within the 
Socialist party, be definite: come out 
in the open and let the members of 
the organization know. We, the mem- 
bers of Local Ewanna, of Klamath 
Falls, Ore., challenge you. We have 
nothing to hide. 

We believe the said platform con- 
tains the cardinal principles of So- 
cialism, and we also believe in coming 
out in the open and stating those 
principles to the world rather than 
hiding behind a mass of reform 
measures and demands that, if en- 
acted, will only be props to the Cap- 
italist system of exploitation and 
slavery, that we must eventually 
destroy. — K. H. THOMPSON, a mem- 
ber of S. E. C. of Oregon. 



ans maiming the Russians vice versa, 
etc., etc. This all to the honor, ad- 
vantage and comfort of wealthy in- 
dividuals, who in such manner and 
for such purpose, fight not. 

The mammon lust of armament 
manufacturers, their slave hirelings 
and beneficiaries will consciously, yes 
anxiously, sacrifice millions of our 
human brothers in all nations to 
further their ends of avarice. 

We must meet their disguised is- 
sue: "Preparedness". Unmask the 
distorters, pirates and parasites! 
# The distribution of good anti-war 
literature, as proposed (in "Dimes vs. 
Millions") is the method and I trust 
the valiant effort will bear fruit. 

Let us spread our convictions of op- 
position to the ruthless carnage of 
members of the human family. 

We must teach our aim in the shop, 
mill, factory, store, highway and by- 
way, so we can forever end the selfish 
profit system (the cause of war). On- 
ly when taught can we or posterity 
live in the Universal Nation of an In- 
dustrial Democracy. 

On with the revolution.— GEORGE 
F. WENRICH, Boston, Mass. 



FOR STEREOPTICONS. — In 
American Socialist, March 11, Wil- 
liam F. Kru3e says, nearly, what has 
long been in my mind. You never can 
make a good propaganda paper and 
an information department for parta* 
members rolled into one. I can not 
hand on The American Socialist to a 
non-socialist, for I know he would not 
understand it. 

I go farthgr and declare that our 
party made a mistake in antagonizing 
The Appeal to Reason. There was a 
powerful organ published by true so- 
cialists of ability and experience. We 
killed their very successful sub- 
lecturers. We weakened the paper 
financially, nearly killed it, by drawing 
off its subscribers and best workers. 
Tho now it has rallied it might have 
been now far better and more cir- 
culated. Wise old comrade Fero of 
Newburgh has always thought the 
same. And now The American Social- 
ist is not near what it should be to 
party members in party news and 
suggestions for effective work. 

But my principle reason for writ- 
ing you now is to suggest for propa- 
ganda the ownership and use by 
locals of stereopticons. They have a 
place to hang a sheet on the street and 
a second story window opposite for the 
lantern. Show not only pictures but 
written words, facts and figures, 
short sayings, etc. There is no end to 
the possibilities for educating even 
the casual passer by. Would be far 
better than soap boxers. Yours for 
progressive methods and Socialism 
soon. — Paul G. Merritt, Newburgh. 
N. Y. 



Some time ago press agents of the 

Russian government gave out a state- 
ment that Paui Axelrod (the well- 
known Socialist, and two others had 
signed a proclamation urging the 
Russian workers to "stand by the 
Czar." Axelrod has just issued a 
statement branding the report as a 
lie and that he occupies a wholly dif- 
ferent position than that ascribed to 
him. The signature was that of Id* 
Axelrod, a Russian writer. 



ACTION "COUNTS".— The brain 
that conceived the idea of organizing 
the forces, opposed to capitalistic 
militarism, via "the endless chair, 
method by challenging Wall Street's 
Millions with the People's Dimes" 
(evidenced by American Socialist 
letters, all of this date received by 
the undersigned) deserves praise, and 
no less noteworthy or genial can be 
considered the comrade whose grit 
and tact nas made actual the at- 
tempted possibility. 

This is one of the few opportunities 
left to stave off the shambles pro- 
posed to be made of (us) proletarians 
in the lands of the U. S. and her ad- 
versaries. 

Already those on the side of the 
Millions have scored by the present 

move toward Mexico Let them 

get no further lest' it spell doom! 

Witness the German workers kill- 
ing their friends, the Belgian work- 
ers, the Belgian workers killing their 
German comrades. The Russian lab- 
orers, the Italian toilers murdering 
their Brother Austrians. The Austri- 



MUST CHOP FOR HIMSELF.— 

Who rules the "Sovereign Nations" of 
the world? Those who own the pre- 
dominating form of wealth — the pluto- 
cratic class. Who dominates the pluto- 
cratic class? The high financier. Con- 
sequently if we are to have peace, it 
must be thru the grace of the high 
financier. And this fact is recognized 
when our National Executive Com- 
mittee sends a delegation to "wait on" 
the Chairman of "THEIR" executive 
committee and pray for peace. 

Now this high financier is an entire- 
ly different gentleman from the in- 
dustrial capitalist, who ruled forty or 
fifty years ago. The latter was an 
angel of peace compared with the high 
financier. The high financier is the 
most desperate gamester that ever 
trod the earth. "He bets 'em high as 
the sky, — without latitute or long- 
itude". And the sending of a delegation 
to make a peace talk to a political 
agent of this gambler strikes the pro- 
vincial mind as a comical idea. 

The Socialist working class is not 
the only group that has ideals. The 
plutocratic class and especially the 
high financier have an ideal — the 
mastery of a nation, and eventually 
of the world. There is no conflict be- 
tween the immediate economic inter- 
ests of every member of the pluto- 
cratic class and their ideal — which is 
not true of the Socialist group. 

The middle class is the only group 
without ideals. Their outlook on life is 
to overreach someone in a horse trade 
or land deal or to overcharge or short 
change a customer. 

Peace handed to us by the high 
financier after he conquers the world 
means that we must all become sand- 
wich men — economic absolutism in 
front and absolutism abasement and 
disfranchisement behind. 

Universal peace with Industrial 
Democracy will never come from the 
top down — it must proceed from the 
bottom up. The working class can 
have peace only in one way — refuse 
to fight for the plutocratic class and 
the high financier. 

Let us start at the bottom. Let us 
start with ourselves and pair with an 
individual Frenchman, an individual 
German, an individual Englishman, 
an individual Russian, an individual 
Italian who is a Socialist or a member 
of the working class, and allow those 
who refuse to pair do the fighting. 

Then let those who have the courage 
to pair organize in each country and 
we will start right. 

Pairing by Nations thru an Inter- 
national Socialist Congress is all right 
in every respect except one, — "It 
wont work", — except in times of pro- 
found peace. These Congresses in- 
stead of doing the pairing for us 
should open up the means of com- 
munication so we could do the pairing 
ourselves. This method may be slow 
and clumsy, but it is reliable and sure. 
The road to peace and industrial 
democracy is overgrown with cactus 
and sagebrush and "cross-sectioned" 
with barbed wire, charged with 
electricity of high voltage. Delegates, 
Representatives, Committees and 
Congresses will never clear the way — 
they can assist in clearing the way, 
but the man marked for cannon fod- 
der must be given an opportunity to 
seize an axe and go to chopping for 
himself. — PATRICK S. NAGLE, 
Kingfisher, Okla. 

CONVENTIONS.— Having been a 
delegate to several national conven- 
tions of our party, it has always 
seemed to me a grave mistake that 
these were held prior to those of the 
two dominant political parties, which 
compelled us to nominate our candi- 
dates and to draft our platform be- 
fore our political opponents had 
established the issues upon which the 
battles were to be fought. Of course, 
the nomination of candidates is of 
lesser importance, since they re- 
present our principles irrespective of 
their personal abilities, but our na- 
tional platforms, as well as some of 
our state platforms, for similar 
reasons, lack any and all reference to 
the issues made vital by the other 
parties thru their spokesmen, and in 
a much larger degree, by their power- 
ful press. Our platforms, excellent 



tho they may be, fail to arouse that 
measure of interest which they might 
if they contained our attitude toward 
such issues, and the relation of these 
to labor. As an agitator for Socialism 
in six presidential campaigns I had 
many occasions to regret the absence 
of such matter in our platforms. As 
the time for bringing this to the at- 
tention of the party membership thru 
the party channels is too short, I 
choose the columns of our party organ 
in the hope of arousing the member- 
ship to the need of such an innovation, 
whether the platform be drafted in 
convention or by the national com- 
mittee. 

It may be argued that our national 
platform is usually destined to cover 
the period from one presidential cam- 
paign to another, but any reference 
to campaign issues may be omitted 
from subsequent copies printed after 
election. 

Comrades, let us not only define the 
Socialist program and enumerate our 
immediate demands, but let us meet 
the issues of the campaign in our of- 
ficial document; the issues which are 
then being discussed in every home 
and in public. Let us make the begin- 
ning with our platform of 1916, and 
let our State platforms be likewise up 
to date. — FREDERICK KRAFFT, 
Ridgefield, N. J. 



CONGRATULATES WALKER. — 
Recently Comrade Ryan Walker gave 
his Cartoon Lecture in Chicago. Never 
since my early enthusiastic days have 
I been so thoroly interested and pleas- 
ed with a Socialist speaker. The crowd 
which thronged about him after the 
meeting prevented me from offering 
my congratulations which I now ex- 
tend most heartily. 

I had always supposed that a car- 
toonist would not also be a good 
speaker but in Comrade Walker one 
finds not only a clever cartoonist but 
an interesting lecturer and actor as 
well for he is indeed quite dramatic. 
He talks with such rapidity that it is 
a wonder to everyone how he keeps 
his mind on his drawing which he 
does so cleverly. 

While listening and watching, I 
was wishing that he were on the 
vaudeville stage where he might drive 
home the truths of Socialism to the 
many thousands who do not attend 
lectures. It seems a pity for one so 
gifted to waste his talent and strength 
on a small hall-full of people who are 
mostly Socialists. 

The Socialist movement is to be 
congratulated on having Comrade 
Walker in the ranks and if his ability 
were really known, he would pack 
the largest theatre in every city and 
town. We need a genius of this kind 
in the movement and I am anxious 
that every one should know how much 
he was appreciated and enjoyed in 
Chicago.— PEARL ALINE LAN- 
FERSIEK. 



ART. II, SECTION 6.— The Finnish 
Branch of Hanna, Wyoming, urges 
all the socialist locals to . carefully 
consider the question before seconding 
the motion made by Local No. 1, La 
Crosse, Wis., to. annul section 6, Art. 
II, of the national constitution. 

If the above mentioned section will 
be annulled, the gates are thrown 
open to the opposers of political 
action, sabotagers and all kinds of ad- 
vocates of violence. Briefly saying, 
this would be an invitation for dis- 
obediency and anarchy, which might, 
not only harm but, inflict destruction 
in the ranks of the Socialist Party. If 
the motion receives enough seconds 
to go to vote, all the locals should take 
the matter up in their meetings early 
enough to enable the members to get 
acquainted with the issue underlying 
this motion. The habit seems to be to 
vote in the affirmative without really 
knowing what the question is. Our 
understanding is that the motion by 
Local No. 1, La Crosse, Wis., to annul 
said action of the national constitution 
is detrimental to the Socialist Party. 
—FINNISH BRANCH OF HANNA, 
WYOMING. 



-SALESMEN-MANAGERS- 

who want better positions— Stop right here— got fro* 
information on the Greatest Household Invention 
M Over known-A SELF WRINGING MOP. 

An opportunity to make easy money — at homo or traveling* 



AGENTS 



L I STE N : m,n > $2800 ono month-profit *l«SO| Mete boy 

kwhmhm In Pa., made 19.00 In 2 1-2 hrs. A. E. Martin, Mich., says: ''Called at 20 
homes, made 19 sales." E. Menn. Wis., says: "Sold 131 In 2 day*." E. Randal, Minn.. 



v.- v - ... — • — days." E. Randal, Minn.. 

Canvassed 11 families, took 11 orders." John D. McLeod sold 6 aHsr supper 
In less than an hour. Don't nsad experience, aella Itself. That's the way it goes. You 
can't fail. You ate bound to win. You can sell 1QO mops a week, working only half time. 

% Two turns of crank wrings out ovary drop of watsr. Simple, practical, reU- 
awer durable, never wears out. Kvsry home ouys. No talking necessary. Show it, take 
the order. Get started now, don't wait. We will halp you. 

Wo want Agents, Salaaman, Managers In every county to fin orders, appoint, 
supply, control sub-agents. ISO percent profit. No investment required. Sample bee 
with first order. New catalog. Instructions, aworn-to evidence, all Free. 

U. ». MOr» COMPANY 895 MAIN ST.. TOLEtx OHIO 




lustrations 
show the 
mop on 
the floor 
and also 
when It is 
On the 
it spreads out 
is held down firm 
ly at all points. When 
lifted It straightens out 
automatically for 
wringing, and two 
turns of crank takes) 
out every drop of 
water. Mopping Is 
now a pleasure and 
the floor Is cleaned 100 
percent better la half 
t^ejime^^^^^^ 



LOCAL CLEVELAND ADOPTS 
DECLARATION AGAINST WAR 
AND MILITARY PREPARATION. 

— At a joint session of the branches 
of Local Cleveland, representing 
twelve hundred party members in 
good standing, the following resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted: 

"The Socialists of Cleveland in 
joint meeting assembled, reiterate 
their adherence to the fundamental 
Socialist position of uncompromising 
opposition to war and military pre- 
paration. We deplore any departure 
from this position on the ground of 
supposed necessity to defend this na- 
tion, it having been clearly shown in 
the European war that the ruling 
class, when it serves its purpose, can 
make any war appear as a war of 
defense. We declare militarism and 
war to be the fruit of capitalism, 
necessary only for use in the inter- 
est of the capitalist class to open 
new fields of exploitation and against 
the working class in their struggle 
for freedom from exploitation and 
oppression, and we pledge ourselves 
not to fight in any war but the war 
for working class emancipation. — 
C. E. RUTHENBERG, Secretary, 
Local Cleveland, Ohio. 



AS TO CONVENTION.— Were I 
the incarnate er.emy of the Socialist 
movement and desired its ultimate 
destruction I would favor the "No 
convention" motion as now proposed. 

There will be a time perhaps when 
this coming together will be better 
done j.way w?'th but at tl»e present 
time I think it most necessary and 
vital. 

The expense will be easily paid for 
by special stamps and will not be a 
burden to anyone. 

We can afford anything absolutely 
needed to further our cause. Let us 
have a convention this coming year by 
all means. We can't afford to not have 
it.— I. I. KAHN, Chicago. 



The hands of labor are the hands 
of God, the instruments of the In- 
finite. Without the hands of labor this 
earth would still be a jungle rolling 
in space. "The hands," it has been 
said in poetic adulation, "are lifted in 
prayer, extended in expostulation, 
clasped in bargain, folded in sleep, 
laid on in blessing, raised in oath, 
clinched in defiance, and joined at the 
hymeneal altar." 



All-Round Socialism 



By FREDERICK JAMES GOULD 



EDITOR'S NOTE.— This is the fourth 
article by Frederick James Gould, mem- 
ber of the British Socialist Party and 
Independent Labor Party, to appear in 
The American Socialist. Comrade Gould 
gives us a glance at some of the ideas 
in the minds of the British Socialists in 
the shadow of the world-war. In previous 
articles he showed the great struggle 
that will confront the labor movement 
at the end of the war, pointing out that 
the present war is the beginning of the 
rule of the workers. He also discussed 
the question of Socialism and nationalism. 
In his article he takes up among other 
things, the so-called "citizen army," which 
is troubling .so many Socialists in this 
country. 



SOCIALISM does not chiefly aim 
at raising wages; it aims at 
abolishing the wage-system al- 
together. Nevertheless, it systemati- 
cally supports the raising of wages 
under present conditions. For what- 
ever helps labor to increase in health 
and energy and self-reliance must 
finally aid the Socialism which seeks 
to place all the vital industries (food, 
housing, clothing, etc.) under dem- 
ocratic control, and to sweep away 
the system of profits, interest and 
dividends. Such is the essence of the 
co-operative commonwealth. It is not 
trades-unionism; not universal suf- 
frage (tho it demands that measure); 
not a mere labor movement. It is 
necessary to say these plain and 
simple things, which are often for- 
gotten by British Socialists. We have 
in Great Britain thousands of so- 
called Socialists who are content with 
an occasional palliative (old age pen- 
sions, etc.) and do not definitely and 
resolutely work for the ending of the 
wages system. We have others who 
seem more interested in liquor pro- 
hibition than the downfall of cap- 
italism. And there are others who 
seem to think Socialism is little else 
than pacifism. And some appear to 
believe that Socialism involves some 
form of Christianity. 

* * * * 

THE HALF-and-half sort of people 
are mostly found in the Socialist or- 
ganization known as the Independent 
Labor Party. 

The tone of the British Socialist 
Party is more clearly Marxian, and 
more nearly approaches rationalism, 
as is the case in France. 

I have stated the central proposi- 
tion that should characterize genuine 
Socialism all over the civilized world* 
But this central proposition must 
have inevitable reactions on the gen- 
eral social life. Of these reactions I 
will specify three, tho others could 
be named. When I speak of "all-round 
Socialism", therefore, I mean the So- 
cialism which not only accepts the 
anti-profit program, but also under- 
stands certain implications that af- 
fect social life all round. 

* ♦ * * 

NATIONAL service is one of these. 
Just recently we in Britain have been 
agitated by the proposal to place 
under military conscription to the 
last remnant (about 650,000) of men 
who had not voluntarily joined the 
army. The voluntary method had 
produced a force of some 5,000,000 in 
actual operations or in training. A 
section of Socialists and others have 
loudly pleaded the rights of 
"conscientious objectors" to killing of 
their fellow-men. Others feared that 
a conscript army might become per- 
manent, and be used to check strikes. 
I have reflected, over these problems 
for years, and have slowly come to 
the conclusion that, in Great Britain 
the labor movement is strong enough 
to prevent any serious and continuous 
use of the military against strikes; 
and I also think the logical road must 
lead Socialism to the democratic 
citizen army. This would mean the 
training of all young men for part- 
time each year; the absence of bar- 
racks; the retention of weapons at 
home; the election of officers by the 
men; and the trial of offences in 
peace periods by ordinary law-courts, 
and not courts-martial. Along with 
this establishment, I would set up a 
National Register, enrolling .the 
names of all women as well as men, 
and stating in what occupation and 
capacity each can serve the Com- 
monwealth. Of course, all this would 
imply the abolition of unemployment. 
For it is absurd to expect men and 
women to be enthusiastic for national 
service and defence while they are 
subject to the risks of unemployment 
and poverty. In other words, the 
socialization of industry should be 
coupled with the Citizen Army and 
National Register. I think this plan 
should apply in all countries. It 
ought not to need explaining that the 
Socialist Citizen Army is a very dif- 
ferent thing from a Conscript Army 

under Capitalism. 

* * ■* * 

EDUCATION is another of these 
important implications. What would 
be the use of a Socialist Common- 
wealth in which the benefits of edu- 
cation were not universal? This will 
mean free grade-schools (as now), 
free high schools (as in the United 
States, tho in Britain only about one- 
quarter of the places in the secondary 
schools are free), and free technical 
schools and universities. In thi3 
field, America is well ahead of 
Europe, tho it has too large a pro- 
portion of women-teachers. British 
Socialists have not hitherto shown 
great zest for popular education, tho 
I anticipate better things after the 
present war. But free education is 
not enough. It must be rich and in- 
spiring education. It must train all 
young citizens for definite arts, crafts 
or intellectual functions. It must ap- 
peal to their hearts in tho name of 
great national and social traditions, 
and of humanity at large. In other 
words, the ideal of education must 
be service, based on industry, and 
inspired by history. And with all this 
must be linked the demand for phy- 
sical maintenance during the period 
of training. No young nature should 
go undeveloped for lack of economic 
basis in the years of adolescence. The 
nobler things rest on the less noble, 
said Auguste Comte. Education and 
character rest upon bread. Even the 
"Lord's Prayer" teaches that. It de- 
sires the good kingdom to come, and 
it also asks for the daily bread which 
is the foundation of good common- 
wealths. 

* * • * 

, RELIGION is the third point. So- 



cialism admits the desciples of all 
faiths and parties,— Agnostic, He- 
brew, Christian, Universalist, Mos- 
lem, and so on. But it requires the 
separation of church and state. The 
United States, happily, never joined 
the state and the church, while 
France, since 1907, has done well to 
divide them. Britain is in a condition 
of uncertainty. It disestablished the 
church in Ireland. It has disestablish- 
ed the church in Wales, but suspended 
the measure while the war lasts. Not 
only have we paused at this point, 
but we still mistakenly keep up the 
practice of giving Bible lessons (not 
mere Bible reading, without com- 
ment, as is usual in America) in the 
grade schools attended by the work- 
ing classes. Some of us envy the 
United States its freedom from this 
religious difficulty, which divides our 
schools among a variety of denomina- 
tions, and so hinders progress to- 
wards a true civic ideal. This is an 
illustration of my theme in a recent 
article on "Motherland Socialism". 
In each country Socialism has its 
local problems, and must be dealt 
with by those who understand the 
local needs. 

I will candidly avow that my own 
faith is that of the Religion of Hum- 
anity, which, while abandoning theo- 
logy, nevertheless develops all the 
nobler elements inherited from the 
older forms of religion. I do not 
think the Socialist commonwealth can 
attain its full glory until it passes 
beyond a mere federation of people 
of different beliefs, and becomes 
welded together by a universal de- 
votion to Humanity. 

Meanwhile, we must not allow 
religious distinctions to lessen our 
energy in pursuing the central object, 
namely, to socialize the vital in- 
dustries, and to abolish the wages- 
system. 4 



AT THE FRONT. 

We have just received a letter 
from Canada that makes very inter- 
esting reading. It is in part as fol- 
lows: 

"A returned Canadian soldier re- 
cently stated that, 'only a madman 
or a dog would want to go to the 
front' after what he ihad experienced. 
He said that returned soldiers are 
sworn to secrecy, and, being still 
under military law, are told they are 
liable to be court-martialled and shot 
for telling anything about their ex- 
periences. 

"This explains why returned 
soldiers are so reticent. This man 
stated that some Canadian soldiers, 
who refused to take some field guns 
into a position of certain death, were 
chained by English soldiers to their 
guns and blown to pieces, the rem- 
nants of their bodies falling among 
the Canadians to impress discipline 
upon them! 

"Now, what do you think of that? 

"Isn't that glorious war, isn't it the 
grandest and most idealistic thing in 
the world? 

"The above is only a sample of 
what is happening at the front. Life 
is cheaper than the dirt dug out of 
the trenches. Men are only useful as 
stepping stones to the commercial 
supremacy of the capitalists. How 
any rational, self-respecting man 
can fail to see thru the militarist 
idea is the biggest miracle of the 
century, or of any age. In Canada we 
have to keep quiet at present, follow- 
ing the policy of 'watchfuf^waiting* ". 

We have only one comment. ?t is 
that "the boys" may expect the abovo 
to happen to them when they enlist 
for service in Mexico, "service" in 
the interests of the International 
Harvester Co,, William Randolph 
Hearst, the Standard Oil Cp^ Harri- 
son Gray Otis, et al. 



most prominent .members of the Swe- 
dish Parliament, and his arrest has 
created a deep sensation. The order 
for the treason charges was in con- 
sequence of agitation by Royalist 
newspapers that the leaders of the 
conference be punished. 



History Repeating Itself 

By WILLIS ANDREWS. 



All down thru the ages since man 
first began ,to dream of freedom and 

{'ustice, the oppressed of all climes 
lave been told by their overlords to 
be contented with their lot in life — 
that the Ruler of the Universe has 
crdained their condition of servitude. 
It was so in the days of feudalism 
and was true in the time of chattel 
slavery. 

And today, when millions are 
striving for a larger degree of liberty 
and a bigger share in the joy of liv- 
ing, along comes an apologist foe 
capitalism and tells them the same 
old story — that everything is now 
in perfect accord with the will and 
purpose of Omnipotence. To lull the 
workers into a sense of satisfaction 
with their condition of wage slavery, 
this same born thrall of the master 
class tells them they are better off 
and live in finer homes than the most 
exalted potentates of heathen lands. 
This, he hopes, will win them away 
from any further thought of social- 
ism. But presumably he never wit- 
nessed the illustrated lectures of 
Stoddard, depicting the palaces of 
moguls in the far East. Compared 
with one of these richly bejeweled 
mansions, costing many millions, 
Biltmore looks like an humble cot- 
tage by the sea. 

So after going to the farthest ends 
<4 the earth to find some argument 
against socialism, when analyzed, it 
is found sans truth, sans logic, sans 
reason. 



Evans Art 

Pianos and Players 

Factory to You 

•■1251 

d an can be saved by my plaa tt 



Charges of treason have been enter- 
ed against Messrs. Hoeglund, Oljelund 
and Hedon, prominent Socialist edi- 
tors, in connection with a resolution 
adopted in a conference of Swedish 
Socialist organizations that a general 
strike and revolution be inaugurated 
if Sweden enters the war. They have 
been arrested. Hoeglunnd is one of the 



telling direct from my factory to too. I can I 
save you from 1125 to t260 on an atvaM ArtHt 
Modal m»no or Mejrai*. 



Freight Paid 7^* e* 1 '""* kind of terma.weeif 
fjrcignijraiu ly. monthly, quarterly or yearly 
payments to suit your convenience. All mldaHa i 



man. jabber s , dealers and agents profits eat 
•ut. These are some of the raaaons why I can sail 
the Kvaaa Artlat Model Planoa for aachHttla 
money. L«t me aend you the other reason*. 

SO DATS FREE TRIAL 



Music Leaaona Without Cost 

W« will fir* a two r—n ooom of plana iaatraaaes I 
rae. Ask about our iniuranc* plan. 

STORY & CLARK CO. 



r. O. gVANS. On. Mar.. Pact. 
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WOULD YOU 

show this standard high 
grade 42 key fully visible 
typewriter to your friends 
an d let them see wherein 
tt excella any other $10* 
typewriter, if by doing thia 
and rendering other am all a** 
_ data nee, you could easily earn on* 

to keep aa your own? Than by post card 

or letter to ua limply aay. Mail Particular*. 

WOODSTOCK TYPEWRITER CO..Dept. MH 8 CMcage.lH. 




SEND ME YOUR POEMS. 
One poem book free for each tem- 
perance poem. Extra $5.00 premium 
for best poem. 

B. L. REES 
1919 East 12th St. Muncie, Ind. 



LADIES to SEW at HOME 

for a large Phila. Arm; good money, steady 
work ; no canvassing ; send stamped envelope 
for prices paid. UNIVERSAL CO., Dept. 88, 
Walnut St.. PHILA., PA. 



"COSMIC REVOLUTION." Solomon's philo- 
sophy — not Moses' or Christ's — proved by 
reason, science and facts. 25c S. C. Baker, 
Centreville, Ala. 



FOR PURE HONEY c "•*•■»« 



HOLLY. COLO. 



HOME LIBRARY SETS 

For the More Cost of Paper and Binding 

The European War has destroyed the book market of England and made possi- 
ble this great opportunity for you. Nelsons, the famous Bible publishers of 
Edinburgh, overstocked with new editions, turned to this country for buyers, 
and sold the sets for the mere cost of paper and binding. This opportunity is most unusual— the 
books are real bargains— but the offer is limited, and to get the sets yon must act promptly. 




This illustrates the Dickens Set. The other Sets are identically the same. 



BEST STANDARD AUTHORS 



POE DUMAS LINCOLN 

HUGO DICKENS STEVENSON 
SCOTT KIPLING SHAKESPEARE 

6 SPLENDID VOLUMES IN EACH SET 

p — E ti en 

Delivery Chane. %0 ■ ■ ■ I I 
PREPAID to aar ■ m ^Lfl 

Petal ia the U.S. ■ ■ ^aaT 

Send your order today. My stock won't last 
long at this price, $1.60 pays the entire cost of 
each set, including delivery charges. Simply fill 
out the coupon and send with remittance. 

W. SOOTT, 
O Somth Dearborn Strest. Chi *afto 



Furnish your Library Now with these Uniform 

Editions. Library Cloth Binding. Large, Clear 
Type, Thin Bible Paper, Duo tone Illustrations, 
Gold Decorations. Over 3,000 pages in each set. New 
Imported Editions Complete. The most widely read) 
and widely loved books in English literature. 



COUPON 
W. SCOTT, 8 South Dearborn St. 
Chicago, III. 

Dear Sir— Enclosed find $ for_ 



Home Library Sets, at 81.60 per set, as follows; 

□ POE □ DUMAS □ LINCOLN 

□ HUGO □ DICKENS □ STEVENSON 

□ SCOTT □ KIPLING □ SHAKESPEARE 
(Pat X In square opposite the acts or sets you select) 

Name 



Post-office! . 
State 



L 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



4 
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Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



THE DUBB EDITION. 
Every effort of you energetic hust- 
lers for The American Socialist 
should be concentrated from now on 
in an effort to build up a big circula- 
tion for the Henry Dubb Edition, dat- 
ed April 29. Are you with us on our 
slogan, "ONE MILLION HENRY 
DUBBS MUST READ THE HENRY 
DUBB EDITION". Nothing less. The 
bundle orders are already beginning 
to come in. The great letter writing 
contest, letters to Henry Dubb, is on. 
Read "Announcement No. 4" on this 
page and then turn to page one and 
make use of the order blank you will 
find there. We jump over the 43,000 
mark this week. The gain of 245 
brings the total circulation up to 
13,012. Keep her climbing, comrades! 



Henry Dubb Calls The Police To Silence A Dangerous Agitator 



ROLL OF HONOR 



Comrade Fannie Peyson, of Bronx, Neir 
Y'jrk, sends in a list of mtmi. 

Comrade Loretta Tvunberger, literary agent 
of Local Fort Wayne, Ind.. order* eight «ub 

cards. 

One of our souvenir Socialist pennants goei 
to Comrade .lames Dye, of Cardwell, Mo., In 
rft-.irn for the list of six Just sent In. 

Comrade George Ludwig, of Manhattan, 
New, also sends in a ltat of six. 

Comrade Henry H. Sweetland arders The 
American Socialist sent to the Carnegie 
Library at Brush. Colo. How about the library 
in your town? Does It have The American 
Socialist on file? ...... - 

Local Lansing, Mich., gets 14 initiation sub 
cards. 

Comrade David H. Phifer. of Wallace. 
Idaho, is the nev literary agent of the Bo- 
c.alist local at that placi. He gets on xthe 
jon by ordering $2 worth of sub cards.' 

Comrade Carl Frederick Gunther. of 
Marion, Ind., ssnds in a list of seven and 
orders 13 sub cards, which entitles him to 
one of our souvenir knives in addition to the 
Socialist pennant. 

Comrade C. H. Jones, of Burkett, Neb., 
rushes in a list of 12 to help boost the cir- 
culation. 

Comrade K. L. Barr, of Roulette, Pa., sends 
in his third list ot 10 subs for 10 weeks at 
10 cents each. 

Comrade Charles Irani, of Aberdeen, 
Wash., found that his sub expired too often, 
•o he sent in $1 to have the paper come to 
lum for four years without a break. 



The Road To Power. 

ANY thousands of Kautsky's 
great book, "The Road to 
Power," have been sold. The 
original price was 25c per copy. 
We bought a lot at a cheap price 
and can let you have them at 10 
cents each. This is a classic and 
should be read by every Socialist. 
Order now. — Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison St., Chicago. 



Fred D. Warren 

The Fighting Editor, 

now with 

THE NEW YORK CALL 

and articles by 
Morns Hillquit, Eugene V. Debs, 
John Spargo, Algernon Lee, 
Meyer London, Henry L. Slobodin, 
L. B. Boudin, Joshua Wanhope, 
and other brilliant writers 
appear in 

THE SUNDAY CALL 

24 pages. 
16 page Magazine Section. 

1916 CAMPAIGN OFFER. 
BOTH FOR THE PRICE OF ONE 

The Sunday Call, 6 months, $1.00 
American Socialist, 1 year. . .50 

Total $1.50 

Both For One Dollar. 

OFFER EXPIRES MAY 1st. 

j Papers may be sent to different 
addresses. 
Send your dollar today for the 
big combination to 

The American Socialist 

803 WEST MADISON STREET, 
CHICAGO. ILL. 



What 
the War 
Really Means- 

C WAR is a pitiless revealer of 
motives. 

G The present war is a struggle 
for economic supremacy be- 
tween the capitalist interests 
of various nations. 

(I But — what are the deeper 
economic causes? The "law 
of motion" driving the nations 
to slaughter? 

SOCIALISM 
AND WAR 

By LOUIS B. BOUDIN 

Aolfair il"Th Tburetical Syitta il Karl Mm." 

C This book tells you, in a pop- 
ular but thoroughly scientific 
way. 

<T "Socialism and War" has at- 
tracted attention in Europe 
and America. Boudin is a 
great Marxian scholar. His 
explanation of the economic 
basis of Imperialism is superb. 

G No scientific jargon — a 
clear intelligible study of 
Socialism, Capitalism and 
War. 

Price $1.10, Postpaid 

SOCIALIST PARTY, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 
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Norwegian and Gaelic. There is little 
difficulty in making out what th? 
writers want. They ail inclose their 
mite with an expression of enthusias- 
tic aprpoval of this fight, and nearly 
all ask for more letters which they 
want to forward to their fellow coun- 
trymen, their friends and fellow 
workers. 



''Here's • dime, majl me as many acta as 
a possibly can. I'll use them to rood ad- 
says Cl'as. Stringer, Uinnba, Cal. 



(ANNOUNCEMENT NO. FOUR) 

HENRY DUBB 
EDITION 

(Dated April 29th) 

Valuable Prize To Be Given 

The Individual Or Local 
Ordering Largest Bundle 
Of The 






A COMPLETE set of the International Library of So- 
cialist Classics (30 volumes, cloth bound, value 
$15.00) will be given away free to the local or individual 
sending in the largest bundle order for this great eye- 
opening number of The American Socialist. Here is a rare 
opportunity to kill two birds with one stone. It is a rare 
chance to add this valuable collection of books to your 
own or your local's library. Remember that your order 
must come in early if you want to win this prize. 

An article by Joshua Wanhope, the famous editorial 
writer of The New York Call, for the Henry Dubb edition 
has already arrived and it is a scream. It is a literary 
operation on Henry Dubb's brain with the purpose of 
finding out what's in there. It was a hard hunt, but 
Camrade Wanhope found something. You will want to 
read it and you will want every member of the Dubb 
family to read it. This article alone makes it worth while 
ordering a large bundle. And there are other literary 
gems coming. 

And last but not least interesting are the "Letters to 
Henry Dubb" which are being sent in for the prize com- 
petition. They're all good and the judges will have a 
hard job selecting the prize winners. There is still time 
to send in your letter to Henry Dubb. You might win 
one of the prizes. Try for it. It is worth while. 

THE JUDGES IN THE 
"LETTER TO HENRY DUB 
CONTEST 

will be: 

Eugene V. Debs. 
Greo. R. Kirkpat rick, 
Ryan "Walker, 
Oscar .A.meringer, 
J. L. Engdahl 
^Walter La.nfersiek 
and JVIax Sherover- 



w 



Now get on the job! Order a bundle of this edition 
for yourself! Get your branch, local and county organiza- 
tion to order its bundle. The coupon with order blank 
will be found on PAGE ONE! 



YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. 

Organization — Education — Solidarity. 



WILLIAM V. KRUSE i 



Director 



To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and to bring; them 
into the organized Socialist morement 
through Young People's Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept., 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



Local Allegheny County, Pa., 'S. P.) 

; certainly blessed vith a nard- working bunch j g ene ral Searching 
| ol Yipsel-Party members. Comrade Nomi 1 8 
| reports that the County Organizer, a r.plendid 
j speaker, is a f P.S.L. product and that the 
I county secretary and clerlf are both mem- 
! bers < f the league. Irveu Fred Weber, of 
i Reading, state finance secretary of the 
j League has taken a place on the Socialist 
j Farty State Executive Committee. The 
i Y P.S.L. is proving itself Labor's "Frepared- 
' tiess" for the battles of tomorrow. 

Olens Falls, .NT. Y„ tho in existence only 
, four months can claim splendid success in 
■ return for its efforts. 

j Brooklyn, X. Y., reports six circles of ths 
i lea<;ue in that boro in a tine flourishing con- 
j dition, and three others in the process of re- 
! organization. They claim 175 members. 
; Reading, Pa., is working hard to make the 

coming state convention of the Y.P.S.L. an 

even greater success than the one held last 
i y»ar. Date: April 29 and GO. Sunday, April 

SO, they are featuring the National Lecture 
I Date, and all intermediate affairs are directed 
; to making this the greatest success. Three 
; hi';-s, a debate on "Equal Rights", a war 
! lecture by Robert Mino. - , and a scientific 

lecture by John S. Fritz, comprise their pro- 
j gram for the immediate iuture. 

PARTY MEMBERS ATTENTION. 
Judging from the number of requests for 
j further information about the Y.P.S.L. this 
t summer will mark the organization of a 

great number of new leagues. If your local, 

Mr. Party Member, is among those so back- 
' v rjrd as not 'o have a Y.P.S.L. in its con- 
nection, you had bettor cet busy. 
I YIPSELS NOTE, 

i All Leajrue members are requested to 
j rtnd the article written by a member of the 
! Rochester Y.P.S L. and published on this 

1 age. It is entitled "I Shn!l Resign" and con- 
S fa'!" a wortli-whilo lesson for every member. 

Keaa it yourself, pass it on, and, better still, 
' have it read at your next business meeting. 



TRACE SOCIALIST PAMPHLET. 

Even school children are net being 
overlooked by the German Govern- 
ment in its efforts to ascertain who is 
responsible for the publication and 
distribution of literature giving the 
arguments of the anti-war credit 
minority of the Socialist section of 
the Reichstag, according^ to a report 
in the Leipziger Volkszeitung. 

The newspaper says that children 
of from 9 to 1 4 years old have been 
taken from school and subjected to 
interrogations over the matter. This 
unusual action was a feature of a 
of houses and 
questioning of citizens regarding the 
authorship of the offending pamph- 
lets. 

The Volksstimme of Frankfort an- 
nounces that Herr Schumann, the 
editor of the Leipziger Volkszeitung, 
has been arrested on a charge of hav- 
ing circulated peace appeals issued 
by the Swiss Young People's Inter- 
national. Many of the active mem- 
bers of the Young Socialist move- 
ment in Leipzig were taken into 
custody at the same time. — World 
Review, Boston, Mass, 



The Million Dime Column 



Conducted By 

MAX SHEROVER. 




THE STORY CORNER 



"I SHALL RESIGN." 

By a member of the Rochester, N. Y , 
Y.P.S.L. 

HAT IS a favorite "threat", is 
it not? Which of us does hot 
know it ? How many of us have 
use it when angered at the actions 
of our Comrade? in the League when 
things "were going just a little too 
far"? And you wanted to prove that 
you would not "Stand for every- 
thing". You supposed your resigna- 
tion "would show them how valuable 
a worker the League had lost". Then 
they would regret the way in which 
they had been acting. 

Thoughts like these lead many of 
our. Comrades to faithlessly desrart 
the Standard. It is your duty, Young 
Socialists, each and every one of you, 



LURING BOYS TO MURDER. 

Perhaps you have noticed how the 
government campaign to entrap 
young men intc service in the army 
has grown since the invasion of 
Mexico. "Help Catch Villa!" is the 
plea. 

This campaign to make murderers 
of young men is being pushed 
especially in the southwestern states 
along the Mexican border. Mrs. Ma- 
bel Bynum, of Creek. Texas, for 
instance sends The American Social- 



ist a batch of literature being used 

to lure young men into the army and i names will be wiheld 



Total Dimes Received up to and in- 
cluding Saturday, March 25: 

3,850 

These 3,850 dimes were sent in by 
?,406 men and women and children 
who have already enlisted in the great 
light on militarism and war. 

The letters that accompanied these 
little round silver bullets are inspir- 
ing. They come from all parts of the 
United States, they arc sent in mostly 
by workers, a good mony by students 
and professional men. Over two score 
of letters containing from a dime up 
to a dollar bill were received from 
soldiers, sailors and other government 
employes who are class conscious 
enough to perceive the sham patriotic 
howl of the jingoes. Some of these 
letters are gems. They will be publ- 
ished from time to time as space per- 
mits, but to protect the writers their 



yon 

rantaffe," 

"The Million Dime proposition is a cracker- 
jack and I am inclosing my dime and I want 
the five seta at once and I don't think I'll 
stop at the five either," writes R. A. Lined. 
Springfield, Mo., inclosing another bunch of 
American Socialist sobs. 

"I am sending ten dimes from ten members 
of Local Comanche. We will kick in a Httlo 
more later," writes B. P. Clark. Comanche, 
Okla. 

"Here are twenty dimes from the twenty 
names inclosed, to protect this country from 
the curse of militarism," says J. J. Scott, 
Lcesville, Mich. 

"I think this is a good way to raise money 
to fight preparedness madness and at the same 
time will let the people know where we stand 
on this question," says John Falato, Gibbs- 
boro, N. J., asking for 25 more sets. 

"Here are ten dimes from ten soldiers sf 
the common good, with the hope that your 
chain may encircle the earth," writes Alex 
Farnz, Erie, Pa. 

"Here's a dollar to help kill preparedness. 
Ii I were only single I would do just fifty 
times better," writes J. Levison, Philadelphia. 

Charles Bone, West Frankfort, 111., sends in 
a rush order for 50 sets. lie says the dimes 
are waiting for the cards. 

E. K. Cackley, Somerset, Cal., writes: 
Here's my dime, 1 have 100 friends that are 
not likely to be solicited by any other com- 
rade. I want to send them the Dime letter 
and if you will send me 100 sets I will In- 
vest $2 in postage stamps and send the »eU 
out." The sets were sent to Comrade Cackley 
the day his letter was received. 

"Please send me more dime cards to helu 
firrht militarism. I'm in on that tcrap— ■ 
heavy," says W. E. Markle, York. Neb. 

"This is a great idea. Five letters was not 
near enough for me. Send me about 20 »r 25 
more," writes W. S. Hall, Gooding, Idaho. 

E. H. Sladeck, Paris, Mo., says he can a«a 
5U more sets to good advantage, and he will 
get them. 

"Send me 50 complete sets. I will mail these 
to 50 friends, and in 30 days I will mail sut 
another lot of 50 to 50 others and I will do 
this until election. And let me suggest » 
slogan: "Two Million Votes and Two Million 
Dimes for Socialism during this campaign'," 
suggests L. D. Wiles, Secretary, Local Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

"I'll string the links of this chain out. May 
it have the desired result. Am 79 years old, 
but can help make the Million .Dime shout 
from the Socialist howitzer. Float the red 
flag of peace higher each succeeding day till 
it encircles the big round earth," writes Joel 
Miller, Cleo, Okla. 



navy. She writes: 

"Herewith enclosed you will find 
some circulars which came into my 
home, showing how b ird our govern- 
ment is working to get boys vo enlist. 

"The boy to whom this bundle of 
rubbish was addressed is an un- 
educated orphan boy, only 17 years 
old, raised by a poor widowed grand- 
mother, and he is working for month' 
ly wages. Yet he is too wise to bo 
trapped. 

"We have one young man in our 
neighborhood, that has been in the 
army, and his report is not favorable. 
•\nd there are a great many Social- 
ists here, so I hope no boys from hero 
will be persuaded to go into the army 
or r.avy. 

"I hope ever;, poor boy in the world 
will be taught that their heads wera 
made for something better than the 
m >noy power's bullet. May the good 
work continue''. 

That the invasion of Mexico isn't 
all music and holiday, as the recruit- 
ing posters would have you believe, is 
proved by the stories of the sick an'l 



to do sll in vour power to stop thi^ . - , ,- , ,. . , , . . 
foolishness. Make up your mind in the funded soldiers already returning to 
-- - - YA Paso, Texas. A sergeant, sufferinc 

from dysentary, said: 

"The alkali got into our eyes ani 
down our throats, it sifted into our 
shoes and thru our clothes. The sun 
bored down intc our skulls. We put 
wet handkerchiefs in cur hats, but ii 
did not help much. 

Most of the fellows rode along 
with their eyes shut to keep out the 
dust and glare. Many of the men were 
hall blind by noon. 

"My eyes began to itch soon around 
the edges; then they felt as big as 
camp kettles and everything got 
dark. You could feel the blood beat- 
ing back of your eyeballs. Then the 
headache would begin." 

But wait until Armour's canned 
beef gets in its work and the really 
hot summer days arrive. Then th*< 
soldier boys will wish that they had 
not followed the call of the Standard 
Oil and the International Hnrveste* 
Companies. 



first place to strike that irritable, 
cowardly "1 shall resign" from' your 
vocabulary. 

CERTAINLY there are cases 
where your resignation from an or- 
ganization becomes a necessity, 
where it becomes a matter of per- 
sonal honor to sever your former 
connections with it. This is true when 
you are no longer in harmony with 
the spirit of the^organization, when 
you no longer believe in its aims, 
when you oppose its very purpose. 

But, this is not true in your case, 
not in the many others where young 
comrades have left our ranks. We 
are not speaking of those foolish, 
frivolous, thoughtless individuals 
who drift into and out of our move- 
ment, but of that serious, hard- 
working, young Comrade, who leaves 
us because he is at variance, not with 
the spirit, but with the members ff 
his organizatoin, because this one or 
that one has "insulted" him, because 
so and so gossiped about him, be- 
cause someone else is too "proud", 
reasons that lead him to resign. 

Did we join the Young People's 
Socialist Movement, are we working 
for it, because this one or that one 
is our friend, or because we hoped 
jto be flattered on all sides? We hope 
not. We came to it to identify our 
I selves in work and in play with the 
j great struggle of the working class, 
I to train ourselves to become brave 
'■ recruits for the Cause in which our 
! fathers are already fighting. 

WHAT HAS this great, splendid 
j aim to do with the petty insults, the 
foolish remarks that some unkind or 
I unthinking comrade has made? What 
care we for the ill-humor or- bad 
; grace of the individual ? We did not 
t join THEM, we joined the Young 
! People's Socialist League, and we 
I will allow nothing to push us out of 
; this splendid organization. 
I You will often become hopeless. 
I That happens to the strongest and 
! the best, but it will pass over if you 
i remain true to the Cause. That will 
j show manliness, common sense and 
j character. Consider seriously, Com- 
I rade, before you use that foolish "I 
j shall resign" again. You have but 
: the one choice, either to fall back into 
! that mass of the lightheaded, the dis- 
: satisfied, or the foolish, who live 
' life of servitude and oppression, or 
to march firmly in the ranks of the 
progressive, joyously struggling So- 
cialists. 



Every one of the two and a half 
thousand letters received is worthy of 
publication, but were we to do thi 
ifc would require all the space of this 
issue, and many mora. 

A number of good suggestions have 
been received, and many comrades 
have devised ways of their own, and 
on their own initiative are proceeding 
to help raise the million dimes for this 
great fight. The Finnish Federation 
of the Socialist Party is sending out 
subscription lists to all of its mem- 
bers asking them to have the list:! 
filled ou by workers willing to throw 
their dimes into this cause. Hundreds 
of loyal comrades have written in ask- 
ing for from 25 to 200 sets of letters, 
coin cards and envelopes which they 
propose to mail to the enrolled so- 
cialist voters in their territory. Local 
Troy, N. Y., thru its secretary, Com- 
rade W. D. Corbin, aslcs for a good 
supply of dime campaign literature to 
circularize all socialist voters and 
sympathisers in their city. Another 
comrade suggests that at all local, 
propaganda and trade union meetings 
a special collection for the dime fund 
be taken up. 



How To Become 
Naturalized. 



THE 



National Office publishes 
the best booklet of information 
on Naturaliiation. You need it to 
instruct that friend or relation who 
is about to undergo the examina- 
tion. Price only 10 cents. — Social- 
ist Party, 803 W. Madison St., Chi- 
cago. 



Warren Is Answered. 



FRED D. WARREN, Girard, Kansasj 
Dear Comrade Warren: I have read 
your letter about Comrade Phifer'a 
s book, The Coming Kingdom, in Thai 
a American Socialist. I have often 
wondered that you comrades wha 
were so closely associated with Phifer 
in his work for the cause have had! 
so little to say about his truly re- 
markable book. He may be prophetic^ 
and he may be altogether wrong in. 
his conclusions, but the book is cer- 
tainly worthy of the closest study. 
I know of but one other book that I 
have read repeatedly; but I am now 
going over his work for the fourth 
time. When I first read it, the great 
war had just started, and the book 
made me very blue. But now as I go 
over it, I seem to enter more into tha 
spirit of the writer, and I discover 
that while he regards the then im- 
pending world war as only a small 
thing compared to worse to follow, 
he still has a very definite and sure 
hope for the future. The effect on me 
now is to encourage and strengthen. 
— W. G. KRUNZE, Corning, N. Y. 



THE TRULY international charac- 
ter of this campaign is evidenced by 
the fact that practically every na- 
tionality and language is represented 
in the letters that are being seni 
along with the contributions. Many 
of the letters are writtten in Polish, 
Lithuanian, Russian, Bohemian, Sla- 
vic, Croatian, Hungarian, German, 
Yiddish, Finnish, . French, Danish, 



This book was first published 
in 1910. It contains 300 pages, 
in 16 "books" and 90 chapters. 
The original price was $1, but it 
goes, while the edition lasts, for 
half price, 50c, if ordered thru 

NATIONAL OFFICE 
SOCIALIST PARTY. 
803 W. MADISON ST., 
CHICAGO. 



WORRIED. 



The Williamsport, Pa., Bulletin is 
very much worried over the rumor 
that Allan L. Benson, the Socialist 
presidential candidate, and George R. 
Kirkpatrick, the Socialist vice presi- 
dential candidate live in the same 
state, claiming this violates the 
twelfth amendment of the federal 
constitution, which says these two 
candidates must not reside in tho 
same state. As a matter of fact, 
Benson lives at Yonkers, N. Y., 
while Kirkpatrick lives in Newark, 
N. J. So the Socialist Party is 
still safe from the restrictions 
laid down by our forefathers nearly 
150 years ago. Benson's home 
and Kirkpatrick's home are separated 
by the Hudson River, so this bar to 
their election is removed. Now, all we 
have to do is to wipe out the ignor- 
ance in the brains of the workers of 
the nation, and then our national 
ticket, Benson and Kirkpatrick, will 
be victorious in the fall elections. 



MOTHER PLEADS FOR SON. 

^ Mrs. McGuire, of 530 North Green- 
wood St., Marion, Ohio, wants to 
learn the whereabouts of her son, 
Charley McGuire. When last heard 
from he was in Minneapolis, Minn. 
Please notify E. D. Orr, 363 Senate 
St„ Marion, Ohio, 



WHAT CONGRESS OUGHT TO DO 



Four page leaflet. We have 100,000 left and will 
clean them out at 50c per 1000, wich will hardly 
pay mor£ than express or parcel post charges. 

::: ::: FIFTY CENTS PER THOUSAND ::: ::: 

SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 WEST MADISON STREET - - - CHICAGO 



Meyer Londpn's Speech 
In Franked Envelopes. 

ARRANGEMENTS have been made to print Meyer Lon- 
don's first speech in Congress. If you want to send this 
speech to your friends, send $2 to the National Office, Socialist 
Party, and one thousand will be sent you. These will come in 
franked government envelopes on which you need pay no 
postage, and which can be sent anywhere in the United States. 

Order immediately as the subject matter -of the speech 
is of particular interest just now. In his speech Comrade Lon- 
don has proposed what is considered the best means of secur- 
ing Peace, and at least a million copies of this document should 
be distributed. 

TWO DOLLARS PER THOUSAND 

SOCIALIST PARTY, 803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO. 
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